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BHAVA CAKKA: THE CYCLE 
OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS 


By Rastrapal Bhikshu 
(India) 


THE doctrine of paticcasamup- 

pada is one of the most 
important doctrines of Buddhist 
philosophy. The doctrine is very 
deep and profound. paticcasamup- 
pada is a discourse on Sansara 
or the process of birth and death. 
It deals with the causes of rebirth 
and suffering. It is the pivot round 
which almost all the philosophical 
speculations of Buddhist philosophy 
revolve. 

The importance of this doctrine 
can be judged from the statement 
of Lord Buddha. He has said, 
Yo dhammam janati so Patic- 
casamuppadam janati, Yo Patic- 
casamuppadam janati so dhammam 
janati. From this it is clear that the 
true knowledge of dhamma is the 
true knowledge of paticcasamup- 
pada and vice versa. 

The word paticcasamuppada is 
made up of two words, paticca and 
samuppada. The meaning of the 
word paticca is depending upon 
and samuppada means origin. Thus 
the dependent origination or the 
origin of one depending upon the 
others is the law of paticcasamup- 
pada. 

' This law prescribes that there is 
nothing which is a self-independent 
entity. Everything originates depend- 
ing upon some other things. It may 
be explained as follows: ~ 
Imasmim sati idam hoti, Imasmim 
asati idam na hoti, Imassa uppada 
idam uppajjati. Imassa nirodha 
idam_ nirujjati. When this exists, 
that comes to be ; with the arising 
of this, that arises. When this does 
not exist, that does not come to be. 
Acariya Buddhaghosa has defined 
the law in the following way: 
Tabbhavabhavi bhavakaramatta, pab- 
hokkhito paticcasamuppada_ nayo. 
The occurrence of causally related 
events according to the law of 
dependent origination of things. 


The Buddha said : ‘““Ma hevam, 
Ananda, avaca, ma hevam, Ananda, 
avaca, gambhiro  cayam_ Ananda, 
Paticcasamuppada gambhirobhaso 
ca, etassa, Ananda, dhammassa 
ananubodha appativedha evamayam 
paja_tantakulajati kulaganthikajata 
munjababbajabhuta apayam duggatim 
vinipatam samsaramnativatthati.” - 

Deep, indeed, Ananda, is this 
paticcasamuppada and deep does 
it appear. It.is through not under- 
standing, through not penetrating 
this doctrine, that beings have be- 
come entangled like a matted 
ball of thread, become like munja- 
grass and rushes, unable to pass 
beyond the woeful states of existence 
and Samsara, the cycle of existence. 

Viscount Samuel says: ‘‘There is 
no such thing as chance. Every 
event is the consequence of previous 
events, everything that happens is 
the effect of a combination of a 
multitude of prior causes; and like 
causes always produce like effects. 
The laws of causality and of the 
uniformity of nature prevail every- 
where and always.” 

Buddhism teaches that all com- 
pounded things come into being, 
presently exist, and cease (uppada- 
thiti and bhanga), dependent on 
conditions causes. Thera Assaji, was 
one of the Buddha’s first disciples, 
who crystallised the entire teach- 
ings of the Buddha when answering 
the questions of Upatissa who later 
become known as Arahant Sari- 
putta. His question was: What is 
your teachers doctrine? What does 
he teach ? The following was the 
answer : 

Ye dhamma hetuppabhava tesam 


hetum Tathagato aha, Tesanca 
yo nirodho evam vadi Maha- 
samono fi. 


These things which proceed from 
a cause, of these the Truth-finder 
has told the cause. And which is 
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their stopping-the great recluse has 
such a doctrine. Though brief, this 


expresses in unequivocal words 
dependent origination or condi- 
tionality. 


Lord Buddha has clearly shown 
the causes due to which a man is 
coming into existence again and 
again which is technically called 
Bhava cakka. While showing the 
causes it has also been said that 
this can be destroyed by destroying 


any of the links. 
Explanation 
The doctrine of  paticcasa- 
muppada has been explained in the 
following way : 
Dependent on Ignorance (avijja) 
arises Volitional Formation (samkhara). 
Dependent on Volitional Formations 
arises re-linking or Rebirth Consciou- 
ness (vinnana). 
Dependent on Consciousness (vinnana) 
arises mentality-materiality (nama-rupa). 
Dependent on  mentality-materiality 
(nama-rupa) arises the Sixfold Base 
(salayatana). 
Dependent on the Sixfold Base 
(salayatana) arises Contact (phassa). 
Dependent on Contact (phassa) arises 
Feeling (vedana). 
Dependent on Feeling (vedana) arises 
Craving (tanha). 
Dependent on Craving (tanha) arises 
Clinging (upadana). 
Dependent on Clinging (upadana) 
arises Becoming (thavo). 


Dependent on Becoming (bhava) 
arises Birth (jati). b 
Dependent on Birth (jati) arises 


and 
grief and 


Ageing and Death (jara-marana), 
sorrow, lamentation, pain, 
despair. 
Thus there is the arising of this 
whole mass of suffering. In reverse 


order. 

Through the entire cessation of 
Ignorance, Volitional Formations cease. 

Through. the cessation of Volitional 
Formations, Rebirth, | Consciousness 
ceases. 

Through the 
Consciousness, 
ceases. 

Through the cessation of .Mentality- 
Materiality, the Sixfold Base ceases. 

Through the cessation of the Sixfold 
Base, Contact ceases. 

Through the cessation. of Contact, 
Feeling ceases. 


Cessation of Rebirth 
Mentality-Materiality 


Through the cessation of Feeling, 
Craving ceases. 
Through the cessation of Craving, 


Clinging, ceases. 

Through the cessation of Clinging, 
Becoming ceases. 

Through the cessation of Becoming, 
Birth ceases. 

Through the cessation 
Ageing and Death cease, and sorrow, 
lamentation, pain, grief and despair. 
Thus there is the cessation of this 

whole mass of suffering. 

These are the twelve links which 
are responsible for the movement 
of the circle of birth and death. 
With these twelve links the three 


of Birth, 
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consecutive links have been taken 
into consideration. The first two 
links refer to the -first life. The 
second. link refers to the present 
life and the last two links refer to 
the future life. Thus the three lives 
have been explained with the help 
of the twelve linked chains. 

In this connection it seems proper 
to throw light briefly on these 
twelve links in the following manner: 

1. Avijja: The literal meaning 
of the word avijja is ignorance. But 
it has also some special meaning, 
viz. the ignorance of the Four 
Noble Truths of suffering, cause 
of suffering, cessation of suffering 
and the path leading to the cessa- 
tion of reffering. It is also the 
ignorance of depending origination. 
The chief function of  avijja 
is to delude the mind. Those who 
are ignorant regard the imper- 
manent as permanent, the painful 
as pleasant, the soulless as soulful, 
the godless as god, the impure as 
pure and the unreal as real. Further, 
avijja is the non-perception of the 
conglomerate nature of the five 
aggregates (pancakkhandha), or 
mind and body. Septicism about 
the moral law and its purpose is 
also a product of avijja. 

2. Sankhara : The word sankhara 
has got different meanings 


in different contexts. Here it refers 


to the accumulation of the previous 
good or bad actions. Buddhist 
Philosophy upholds the doctrine of 
vipaka. According to this theory 
any action done in any moment of 
our life produces some vipaka. It 
may be kusala or akusala. This 
impression of each action is ac- 
cumulated in our personality and 
it is technically called sankhara. 
Therefore the word sankhara here 
is restricted in the sense of ac- 
cumulation of the impression 
kusaia and akusala Kamma. 

3. Vinnana: The word vinnana 
has also been used here in 
a technical sense. [t does not denote 
consciousness in general but 
it refers to a particular conscious- 
ness known as patisandhi vinnana. 
This is the consciousness of the 
first moment of the being which 
enters into the womb of mother. 
This consciousness in the form of a 
stream or river which flows from 
one existence to another goes with 
the germs of his entire tendencies 
of good and bad action together 
with the germs of material qualities. 

4. Nama Rupa: This refers to 
mind and matter. When vinnana 


enters into the womb of a mother 
the hardaya vatthu is also born 
simultaneously. It is the seat of 
consciousness. Now with the ap- 
pearance of hardaya vatthu. and 
vinnana both the mind and matter 
are germinated depending upo 

them. Their development begins 
and the result is the origin of mind 
and matter. 

5. Salayatana : Salayatana means 
the six organs, namely, eye, 
ear, nose, tongue, body and mind. 
Now depending upon mind and 
matter there begins the origin of 
the six organs. In this connection, 
we should have a clear understand- 
ing that these sense organs are the 
material qualities or are the six 
types of energies to see, hear etc. 
Hardaya-vatthu and. the indriyas 
are the kammaja rupa generated 
due to the actions of a previous 
life. We have cakkhu here because 
we performed action of seeing more 
in a previous life and also we have 
desire to see more. On this very 
basis the explanation for the exis- 
tence of these sense organs can be 
given. 

6. Phassa : Phassa is the touch. 


It is due to the contact of the sense 
organs that they by their nature 


grasp their respective objects and 
as such there sappears contact or 
phassa. 

7. VWedana: We _ have — seen 
that the same organs after their 
origin begin to grasp the object 
in their natural course from the 
very moment of the contact of the 
sense organs and the object. There 
appears some feeling that is called 
vedana. The object may be aggree- 
able or disagreeable to the mind. 
Sometimes if the mind remains 
indifferent towards the objects as 
such there will be three types of 
feeling, painful and indifferent. 
Since avijja remains in the root of 
the process the man takes worldly 
objects as a pleasurable things. 

8. Tanha: The meaning of the 
word tanha is craving. It is of six 
kinds in as much as the objects 
which it craves for fall into six 


different categories, viz., the visibl 


form (rupa), sound (sabda), odow 
gandha) taste (rasa), the tangible 
object (photthabba) and the cogniz- 
able object (Dhamma). Each tanha 
may be of three kinds, kama, 
bhava and vibhava. When the tanha 
creates a taste for the objects, 
rupa, Sabdha, etc., it is called 
kama. When it is associated with 
the belief that the world is eternal 
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(sassata) and produces an 
attachment (vaga) for future exis- 
tence, it is called bhavatanha. When 
it is associated with the belief that 
there is no after-life (uccheda) and 
one becomes regardless of this 
life, it is called vibbhava_tanha. 
All forms of appetite are included 
in tanha. Greed, thirst, desire, lust, 
yearning, longing, inclination, 
affection, household love are some 
of the many terms that denote 
tanha which in the words of the 
Buddha is the Leader to Becoming 
(bhavnetti). 

Becoming which manifests itself 
as dukkha, as suffering, frustration, 
and painful excitement is our own 
experience. The real enemy of the 
whole world is lust or craving 
through which all evils come to 
living beings. Mankind is entangled 
in a tangle. Through clear under- 
standing of craving, the origin of 
craving, the cessation of craving, 
the true way of practice leading to 
the cessation of craving, one disen- 
tangles this tangle. 

9. Upadana: The meaning of 
the word wupadana (upa-adana) is 
firm grasping (dalhagahana). It is 
of four kinds, vis. kamupadana 
(clinging to the objects of several 
enjoyment), ditthiupadana  (cling- 
ing to false views), silabbatupadana 
(clinging to false rituals and disci- 
plines,) and attavadapadana (cling- 
ing to false notions about the self). 
The difference between tanha and 
upadana may be understood as a 
passive and an active desire. 

10. Bhava : The literal meaning 
of the word is existence. The 
technical sense is the lust for exis- 
tence. When a thing desired, is 
received man does any type of 
action, good or bad, to maintain it 
and in this way he is compelled by 
the avijja in the root to do any type 
of heinous action. In this process 
he goes on doing akusala kamma 
and accumulating impression. 

11. Jati : It means birth. Here 
birth means not the actual child- 
birth, but the appearance of the 
five aggregates in the mother’s 
womb. This process is conditioned 
by kamma-bhava. We have just 
seen man doing akusala kamma 
and accumulating their impres- 
sions. This result is produced into 
rebirth. ~Therefore the man who 
was continuing in this chain is 
again forced to enter into a new 
situation or to renew his existence. 
This renewing is jati. 

12. Jara-Marana 


Since the 
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nature of reality according to Bud- 
dhist Philosophy is impermanent, 
subject to decay and destruction 
man has to suffer old age and 
death after this new birth. 

This is a summary of the twelve 
links of paticcsamuppada. These 
links are not a separate entity but 
are dependent on one another. 
They may be explained that de- 
pending upon avijja there appears 
sankhara. Depending upon 
sankhara, there appears vinnana 
and so on. They are inter-related 
in quick succession and thus make 
the wheel of birth and death al- 
ways moving. 

When the causes and conditions 
of things are destroyed,  auto- 
matically the effects also cease to be. 
Sorrow will disappear if the varied 
roots of sorrow are eliminated. A 
man, for instance, who burns to 
ashes a mango seed will never 
produce a mango plant. It is the 
same with all compounded things 
(sankhara) animate or inanimate. 
As kamma is our own manufacture, 
we have the power to break this 
endless chain, this wheel of existence 
(bhava-cakka). Referring to those 
enlightened ones who have con- 


quered themselves through the 
uprooting of the defilements, the 
Buddha says in the Ratana Sutta: 
Khinam puranam, navam = natthi 
sambhavam, 


Viratta citta ayatike bhavasmim, 


te khina bija avirulhicchanda 

nibbanti dhira yathayam padipo. 

Their past is destroyed, a fresh 
becoming, there is not, their minds 
are not attached to a future birth, 
their desires grow not, those wise 
ones go out even as this lamp. 

The paticcasamuddapada, with 
its twelve links starting with ignor- 
ance and ending in ageing and 
death, shows how man _ being 
fettered, wanders in Samsara birth 
after birth. But by getting rid of 
these twelve factors man can 
liberate himself from suffering and 
rebirth. Lord Buddha has shown two 
ways—the process of bhava cakka 
by which it is continuing and the 
process of the destruction of 
bhava cakka by destroying any of 
the links. The destruction of the 
bhava cakka is possible only by 
realising Nibbana which is the 
highest or summum bonum of a 
Buddhist aspirant. 


Ceylon Monk 
Honoured 


(From a correspondent in London) 


T is learnt that the Ven. Dr. Wal- 
pola Rahula Thera has received 
and accepted an invitation to be 
Visiting Professor of Buddhist Phi- 
losophy and History of Buddhism 
at North Western University, 
Evanston, Illinois, U.S.A. 

North Western is one of the important 
universities in the United States and a 
leading center of culture. The Ven. 
Rahula is in fact to be the first Charles 
Wesley Brashares Visiting Professor of 
History and Literature of Religions at 
North Western, which is considered a 
great honour and distinction. He is 
perhaps the only Ceylonese so far to be 
appointed Visiting Professor at a foreign 
university. 

The Ven. Rahula has been for about 
ten years at the Sorbonne in Paris engaged 
in research work on Mahayana Buddhist 
Philosophy, working with distinguished 
professors there. Today he is recog- 
nized as an international authority on 
Buddhism who has specialized in both 
Theravada and Mahayana systems. 

There is hardly any other scholar who 
has specialized equally well in both these 
schools of Buddhism though there are 
scholars qualified in one or the other. 

Some of Ven. Rahula’s works have 
been translated into several languages. 


Ven. Walpola Rahula Thera 


His What the Buddha Taught, which was 
originally written in English and printed 
in England and America, is now pub- 
lished in- French and in German. A 
Spanish translation is at present being 
printed in Argentina, and a Sinhalese 
edition will be published this year. 

His History of Buddhism in Ceylon 
has now been translated into Chinese 
and published in Peking. A Sinhalese 
edition appeared a couple of years ago. 
He has translated for the first time into 
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English and French Asanga’s ADbAi- 
dharma-samuccaya, one of the most 
difficult and important Mahayana phi- 
losophical texts. This will be published 
soon. He is now completing a work on 
Mahayana Buddhist Philosophy compared 
and contrasted with the Theravada. 

Many articles by the Ven Rahula on 
Buddhist philosophy and history have 
appeared in learned journals in Europe. 
He is also the Adviser on Buddhist 
questicns to the International Commis- 
sion (consisting of eminent scholars 
from more than 20 countries in Europe, 
America and Asia) for A History of 
Scientific and Cultural Development’ of 
Mankind planned by UNESCO. 

The Ven Dr. Rahula’s appointment as 
Visiting Professor at North Western 
University may be regarded as a sign of 
growing interest in Buddhism in the Uni- 
ted States. He will be teaching there 
for one academic year. The University 
has a student population of 20,000. 


THE BUSDHIST SOTIETY 
(Founded 1924) 


58, Eccleston Square, 
London, S. W. I. 


The oldest and largest Buddhist 
movement in the West. Member- 
ship of Society £ i. This includes 
subscription to its quarterly Journal. 


“THE MIDDLE WAY”’ 
Annual subscription -to 


The Middle Way 
is only 15sh anywhere post free. 


THE STORY OF CH’AN 
MASTER HSU YUN—VIII 


From Master Hsu Yun’s Autobiography 
Specially translated for “World Buddhism” By Upasaka Lu K’uan Yu 
(Charles Luk) 

(Hong Kong) 


My fifty-seventh year (1896-97) : 
HAT summer I arrived at 
Chin Shan monastery at Chin- 
kiang where | stayed for the period 
of observance of the rules of dis- 
cipline. I was retained there by 
Abbot Ta Ting to pass the winter. 
My iifty-eighth year (1897-98) : 
Upon my return to Chin Shan 
monastery after a pilgrimage to 
Lang Shan mountain to pay re- 
verence to Mahasthama Bodhisat- 
tva, 1 was invited by Abbot Tao 
Ming to .come to Yangchow to 
help him at Chung Ning monastery. 
In the fourth month, Dharma- 
master T’ung Chih expounded the 
Surangama Sutra on Chiao Shan 
mountain where listeners numbered 


about one thousand. He invited 
me to assist him in commenting 
on the sutra and, after | had done 


so, | left and descended from the 
mountain. 

When I was born, iiost my mother 
whom never saw. I only saw 


her picture when | was at home 
and each time I thought of her, 
my heart broke. Previously, I had 
taken a vow to go to Asoka monas- 
tery to pay reverence to the Budd- 
ha’s relics and to burn off there 
one of my fingers as my offering 
to the Buddha for the liberation 
of my affectionate mother. Now 
to fulfill this vow 1 went to Ningpo. 
At the time, the Dharma-master 
Huan Jen’ and Ch’an Master Chi 
Ch’an, also called Pa Chih T’ou T’o 
(1.e. the eight-fingered Ascetic) were 
in charge of T’ien T’ung monastery 
and Master Hai An was compiling 
the Annals of Asoka mountain. 
They all invited me to help them 
but since I came to fulfill my vow, 
{ politely declined. 

At Asoka monastery, I paid 
reverence to the Buddha’s relics 
and every day, from the third watch 
of the night until the evening 


, meditation, except when 1 was in 


‘the main hall, I 


= 


¥ 


used oniy my own 
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cloth mat instead of the monastery’s 
hassocks to make three thousand 
prostrations. One night, while si- 
ting in meditation, I suddenly saw, 
as if in a dream, a bright and dazz- 
ling gold dragon of a few tens of 
(Chinese) feet in length, coming 
down from the sky to the sea in 
front of the sarira-hall; thereupon 
I climbed on its back and flew in 
the air until I reached a place where 
the mountains, streams, trees and 
flowers were beautiful to view, and 
the palaces and chambers were 
remarkably imposing. (I saw) my 
mother in a room and called out: 
“Mother, please ride this dragon 
and go to the Western Paradise !” 
As the dragon came down, I was 
shaken and woke up. My body 
and mind were cheerful and the 
vision was entirely intelligible to me. 
This was the only time in my life 
that I saw my mother. 

Since then everyday when visitors 
came to have a look at the sarira, 
I always followed them. The visi- 
tors’ opinion about the relics varied 
greatly. I had seen it many times; 
at first it looked to me as of the size 
of a green bean and of a dark purple 
colour. In the middle of the tenth 
month, after I had paid reverence 
to the Mahayana and Hinayana 
Tripiiakas. I went again to look 
and it was the same size as before 
but like a brilliant red pearl. As 
I was impatient to see how it would 
transform itself, I again prostrated 
myself and felt pains all over my 
body; the sarira was bigger than 
a yellow bean, half yellow and half 
white. 

I then realized that its size and 
colour varied according to the 
visitor’s sense organ and its field. 
As I was in a hurry to see its further 
transformations, I increased the 
number of my prostrations and 
at the beginning of the eleventh 
month, I fell badly ill. I could 
not continue and as my illness 
grew more severe, I was moved to 
the recuperating hut where all me- 
dicines given me were of no avail 
and where I could not sit but had 
to lie down all the time. The chief 
monk Hsien Ch’in, superintendent 
Tsung Liang and Miss Lu spared 
no money and effort to save me 
but all failed. Everyone thought 
that I was nearing the end of my 
causal transmigration. Although I 
let the sickness take its course, I 
was very worried about my failure 
to burn off a finger (in fulfillment of 
my vow). 
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On the sixteenth, eight visitors 
came to see me in the hut. They 
thought that I was not seriously 
ill and especially came to assist 
me in burning my finger. I re- 
membered that the. following day 
had been fixed for the ceremony 
and insisted that they came (as 
arranged). The chief monk and 
those present did not approve be- 
cause of the risk involved. I burst 
into a flood of tears and said: 
“Who can escape from death ? 
I wanted to repay my debt of 
gratitude to my mother and took 
a vow to burn off my finger. Why 
should I live if I have now to cancel 
my decivion ?I am ready to die...” 

Superintendent Tsung Liang who 
was only twenty-one years old, 
heard of my plea and with tears 
in his eyes, said: ““Do not worry, 
I will help you fulfill your vow. 
I will pay for to-morrow’s vegetarian 
food and will arrange it all for you.” 
I brought my two palms together 
to thank him. 

On the seventeenth, in the early 
morning, Tsung Liang came with 
his Dharma-brother Tsung Hsin 
to assist me in burning off my finger. 
Several men helped me to the main 
hall where together with the assem- 
bly, I paid reverence to the Buddha, 
performed the ritual and recited 
the text of the rules of repentance 
and reform. With a singleness of 
mind, I repeated the Buddha’s 
name and prayed him to liberate 
my affectionate mother. 

At the beginning I still felt pains 
but as gradually my mind became 
pure and clean, my awakening 


wisdom clearly manifested itself. . 


When I came to the sentence: 
“The whole Dharmadhatu is con- 
tained in the body of Amitabha 
Buddha’’, every hair of my 84,000 
pores .tood on end. As my finger 
had burned out completely, I arose 
to bow down before the Buddha. 
I did not require others to support 
me and entirely forgot about my 
illness. After walking unaided to 
present my thanks to the assembly, 
I returned to the hut. Everyone 
present was surprised at my trans- 
formation, and I moved out of 
the hut. All next day I bathed in 
salt water for a day and I had no 
more bleeding. Within a few days, 
I had recovered from my ailness and 
gradually resumed my prostrations. 
I stayed at Asoka monastery to 
pass the new year. 


NOTE 
(inserted by the compiler of the 


Autobiography). od 
The monastery was originally call 
A Yu Wang (King Ayu or Asoka) 
monastery and was later named 
Kuang Li monastery. It was 
built on Mou Shan mountain, 
forty miles to the south of Nan 
Hsiang village in Yin Hsien district 
of Ningpo prefecture. Formerly 
about a few hundred years after 
the Buddha’s Nirvana, Central 
India was ruled by King Asoka who 
placed 84,000 relics of the Buddha 
in precious stupas and ordered 
the gods to bury them in the 
ground in various places. In the 
East, these stupas appeared one 
after another in nineteen places in 
China, among them were the 
Five-Peaked mountain and Asoka 
monastery. On the Five-Peaked 
mountain, the relic was placed in- 
side a stupa and could not be 
seen. 
As to that of Asoka monastery 
in the third year of T’ai K’ang 
reign (282-23) of Emperor Wu Tj 
of the Chin dynasty, after Hui Ta 
had prayed for its appearance, it 
emerged from the ground. A 
monastery was then erected and 
the relic was placed in a stone 
stupa, the door of which wag 
locked. When visitors wished to 
look at it, the guardian of the 
stupa was notified. In the hall, 
visitors first paid reverence to the 
Buddha and then went outside to 
, kneel on stone steps forming a 
queue, each visitor waiting for his 
turn to come in and see the relic, 
The guardian took out the stupa 
which was one (Chinese) foot four 
inches in height and over one foot 
in width. It was hollow and en- 
closed a solid bell having a needle 
the point of which held the relic, 
When looked at, the relic appeared 
as big or small, as one or more than 
one, and as still or moving accor- 
ding to each visitor’s vision. Some 
people saw only one while others 
saw’ three or four relics. The 
colour also varied, it might be 
blue, yellow, red or white. Those 
seeing in it a lotus flower or an 
image of the Buddha were regarded 
as endowed with an excellent causal 
affinity. 
In the Wan Li reign (1573-1619) 
of the Ming dynasty, Lu Kuang 
Tsu, head of the board of civil 
office, came with his friends to 
pay reverence to the stupa. First 
he saw the relic as small as a little 
bean and gradually as a big bean, 
a date, a.melon and finally as large 
as a wheel which was glittering and 
which. refreshed his mind and 
sight. Lu repaired the dilapidated 
hall which remained in its imposing 
condition until this day. The 
Tathagata was compassionate and 
left behind this Dharma-body of 
his so that living beings in the 
following generations could deve- 
lop the right believing mind. 


The evil done by oneself, born of oneself, 
caused by: oneself grinds the fool even as a 
diamond breaks a hard gem. 
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Group taken at the inauguration of the Buddhist Cenier of the United States. L. to R. (sitting) 
Mr. William C. Schlecht; Dr. Kurt #. Leidecker, Col. /. Seabourne. (Standing) Ambassador 
kK. S. 8S. Guaawardere (Ceyion), Counsellor Toshiro Simanouchi (Japan), Ambassador U. Win 
(Surma), Ambassador Ourot R. Souvannavong (Cambodia), Ambassador Nong Kimnay (Laos), 
Ambassador Thanat Khoman (Thailand), and Ambassador Br. You Chan Yang (Korea). 


Buddhist Center of The Unitedg 
States 


By Dy. Kurt Liedecker and Buddhadasa P. Kirthsinghe 
(United States) 


THE Buddhist Center of the United 

States of America is .contemp!- 
ated. as a cultural instituion in 
Washington, D.C., the capital of 
the United States. As such it is to 
be a lanndmark not only physicaily 
for the millions of visitors that 
come to Washington annually, but 
as an impressive. outpost of Bud- 
dhism in the Western Hemisphere 
where people may study Buddhist 
thought, art, iiterature and the 
languages of Buddhism, may medi- 
tate, put up their friends among 
the. Buddhist clergy and enjoy in 
the calm and beauty of the sorr- 
oundings the cultural and religious 


infiuences of Buddhism. 

The resulting understanding of the peo- 
ple scattered all over the world who are 
Budahist will go a long way toward peo- 
ple-to-people relations and international 
friendship and mutual respect and the 
seeking for values, Opportunity is, like- 
wise, offered for meditaticn and in the 
heavily churched area of Washington it 
will be the only place of worship for 
Buddhists and an institution offering tlic 
proper facilities for celebrating the Budd- 
hist holidays, such as Buddha Day, Bodhi 


Day and Visakha. 

Yo Americans it will be another monu- 
ment to religious freedom which has been 
the ideal of the Founding Fathers. of the 
Republic. It is, thus, hoped that the 
Buddhist Center will contribute subs- 
tantially to peace in the world, and every- 
one contributing to it will make an tn- 
vestment in peace and friendship between 
the peoples of the world. 

The. Buddhist Centre is proposed not 
as a commercial venture but as a non- 

rofit organization as will be explained 

later on. It is to be located inthe city of 

ashington rather centrally, and should 
in its compound offer the following faci- 
lities. 

There will be a large Stupa, visible from 
afar and reflected in a pool. The main 
building will consist of an auditorium, 
with a stage, class and conference rooms 
study cubicle, banquet rooms and offic 
Subsidiary buildings will include a lib 
rary, museum, a meditation chapel and 
viharas for visiting monks who eannot be 
put up in hotels in the city. _Peripherally 
there will be elaborate gardens reflecting 
the horticultural arts of different Buddhist 
countries. 

The Buddhist Center of the United 
States of America came into being for- 
mally in the afternoon of May 8th, 1958, 
at a ceremony at the residence of the Am- 
bassador of Burma in Washington, U. Win 
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The day after this event the newspapers 
throughout the world carried an Associa- 
ted Press dispatch by Spender Davis 
entitled “Founders in Stockings Set Up 
Buddhist Center.” 

It was, actually, the ceremonial signing 
of the Incorporation Papers of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia by the three American 
incorporators. These are: Dr. Kurt F. 
Leidecker, Professor of Philosophy at 
Mary Washington College of the Univer- 
sity of Virginia in Fredericksburg, Virgi- 
nia, President of the Washington Friends 
of Buddhism, Buddhist and scholar who 
has travelled in many Buddhist countries 
and now is completing his Dictionary of 
Buddhism: Mr. William G. Schecht, a 
scientist with the United States Govern- 
ment and a past President of the Washing- 
ton Friends of Buddhism and Col. J. Gay 
Seabourne, United States Army Retired 
and a leader of the Comparative Religion 
Class in All Souls’ Unitarian Church in 
Washington. 

Further witnesses were the Dilowa 
Hutukhtu of the Kalmuck Mongols 
representing Mahayana, and the Ven 
Phr Prasiddh Kittisiddho of Thailand, 
representing the Theravada. 
large numbers of guests, 
and others. 

The actual signing of the papers before 
a notary public had taken place on May 
6th, the culmination of efforts dating back 
to January 21, 1958 when Dr. Kurt F. 
Liedecker who had returned from a tour 
of duty with the United States Informa- 
tion Service in Thailand just a few months 
previously, called with his wife on Mr. 
R. S. S. Gunawardene, Ceylon’s Ambassa- 
dor in the United States, at his office and 
proposed to him to head a group of Am- 
bassadors interested in establishing a Budd- 
hist Center in the United States. The 
Ambassador thought well of the proposal 
as doing something of the sort for Budd- 
hism had long been in his heart and mind, 
and he proceeded immediately to imple- 
ment the idea. 

The anniversary of the Independence of 
Ceylon on February 4th offered the pro- 
per occasion to mention the project of a 
Buddhist Center to the Ambassadors 
from Asian countries who came for the 
happy occasion. It fell to Dr. Liedecker 
to draw up the outline of the proposed 
Center which he submitted to Ambassador 
Gunewardene on February 9th. A meet- 
ing on that day had to be cancelled how- 
ever, because Ambassador U Win was 
away from Washington. Another meet- 
ing called for February 16th also had to 
be cancelled as Washington was snow- 
bound. ; 

At last, on February 25th a meeting 
took place at Ambassador Gunewardene’s 
residence at which the following were 
present: Ambassadors Gunewardene of 
Ceylon, U Win of Burma, Nong Kimny 
of Cambodia, G.L. Mehta of India, 
Thanat Khoman of Thailand, and Sou- 
yvannavong of Laos, apart from Coun- 
sellor Shimanouchi and Prof. Leidecker. It 
should be said here that at later meetings 
either envoys themselves or the repre- 
sentatives of other Asian countries took 
part in the deliberations, such as Nepal, 
Malaya, Indonesia and China. } 

There followed many meetings. Since 
the law prescribes that only Americans 
can form a Corporation in the District of 
Columbia, Mr. Schecht and Col. Sea- 
bourne were asked to join. The by-Laws 


Americans 
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There were - 


were then worked out by a subcommittee 

consisting of Ambassadors Win and Tho- 

man and Prof. Liedecker. They were in 

final shape early in November, 1958, after 

Popeye with a law firm in New York 
ity. 

The incorporators named on August 
11, 1958, were the first Board of Trusé- 
ees, with Ambassador U Win as President, 
Ambassador Gunewardene as First Vice 
President, Professor Liedecker as Se- 
cretary, and First Secretary U Maung 
Pe as Treasurer. The second Board of 
Trustees, self-elected in August 1959, had 
Ambassador Gunewardene as President, 
Ambassador Kimny as Vice President and 
the same persons as before for the other 
offices. Eventually Ambassador Kimny 
became Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees. 


Dr. Kurt F. Leidecker 


A series of events prevented the imme- 
diate implementation of the objectives 
of the Buddhist Center. The envoys 
were reshuffled, the United Nations were 
facing difficult problems, there was. po- 
litical unrest in some Asian countries, 
even natural catastrophes. This con- 
tinued till May 1916. Most of the prin- 
cipals present at the founding of the Budd- 
hist Center had by now left the United 
States and new officers were elected. 
Among them was Mr. Luis Corea, Vice 
President of the Riggs National Bank 


- who has ever since served as Treasurer for 


the Center. The by-laws were revised, ac- 
tivities were planned and practical steps 
taken to start operation. Classes of 
membership in the Buddhist Center were 
established, from Benefactor, Patron and 
Charter Member to Life Membership at 
$500, Sustaining Membership of $100 
annually, to Annual Membership at $10 
and Guest Membership at $1 per event. 

Then, on January 20, 1962, the then 
Ambassador. of Ceylon, Mr. W. Gopal- 
lawa, gave a dinner at his residence at 
which Mr. William O. Douglas, Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, was guest of honor and delicacies 
of Ceylon were featured. The arts and 
crafts of Ceylon were on exhibit, films 


of Ceylon were shown, and Dr. G. P. 
Malalasekera gave an address. 

This was followed by a Thailand Night, 
a China Night, a General Tea House 
and a Burma Night in support of the 
Buddhist Center. 


ARCHITECTURAL PLANS 


There followed an intense concen- 
tration on the architectural plans of the 
Buddhist Center. Mr. Edward Walter 
Koerber of Bala-Cynwyd. Pennsylvania. 
a Corporate Member of the American 
Institute of Architects, Philadelphia, was 
called in and he presented basic sketches 
of the entire layout as planned, with 
ground plans and elevations of a Great 
Stupa, an auditorium connected with a 
lecture hall, class-room and office building 
a library and museum, residences for 
visiting monks, and a meditation shrine, 
complete with landscaping, parking place, 
and a water basin. An adjoining area has 
a tea room, gift and book shops and 
other facilities. 

Mr. Koerber also designed the Great 
Stupa for the World’s Fair 1964-65 which 
could be reassembled at Washington after 
the Fair in New York, and which plans 
were made available to several Asian 
countries on a co-operative basis which, 
if accepted, would enable them to par- 
ticipate in the Fair at a most moderate 
cost since the Buddhist Center obtained 
the ground without a rental fee. It 
would also have demonstrated Buddhist 
solidarily to the world. 

The Buddhist Center was planned as a 
multimillion dollar project, and remains 
such. Its operations and personnel are 
constantly adapting themselves to this 
concept under changed conditions here 
and abroad. Hence, the Board of Trustees, 
as presently constituted which has to come 
grips with the economic and _ financial 
transactions of the Center in its executive 
functions, is composed of Americans, 
all acting in an honorary capacity, without 
receiving any fees whatsoever. 

The Board of Trustees is supported by 
Honorary Trustees who have no financial 
or executive responsibility and are all of 
the rank of Ambassadors currently ser- 
ving their countries in the United States, 
or their spouses. A Board of Counsellors 
is composed in its secular branch of 
those having served previously on the 
Board of Trustees, heads of Buddhist 
organization and other prominent persons 
throughout the world, and in its clerical 
branch of high-ranking Buddhists in diffe- 
rent countries of the world. All serve in 
an honorary capacity. All monies go 
for operational purposes or are added to 
the building fund. 

All finances are in charge of the Trea- 
surer who will disburse funds only with 
the approval of the Board of Trustees. 
The Buddhist Center maintains a checking 
account as well as an_ interest-bearing 
savings account as a building fund. 

The Buddhist Center has been declared 
tax-exempt by the Department of Internal 
Revenue which has also declared any and 
all contributions to the Buddhist Center 
as tax-deductible, making it thus possible 
for prespective donors to realize substantial 
benefits from contributions to the Buddhist 
Centre. A special brochure is available 
to interested persons. 

From time to time functions will be 
organized to supplement operational ex- 
penses. It should be noted that no agents 
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have been hired or authorized to collect 
funds for the Buddhist Center, and all 
transactions must be made through the 
Board. 

Interest in the Buddhist Center is not 
confined to those who would like to see 
a strong national and _ representative 
Buddhist organization in Washington to 
which yearly several million people flock 
on business or just for sightseeing. Many 
of the potential visitors to the Buddhist 
Center will be exposed to Buddhist li- 
terature and art and may make it their 
lifelong study, while others will just 
represent a tourists potential. 

Foreign Governments, private persons 
and Buddhist organizations have already 
come forward with actual financial support 
to the Buddhist Center. Most monies 
have been put into the interest-bearing 
building fund. Present monetary restric- 
tions and the curtailing of exchange 
facilities have postponed for the moment 
transmittal of funds. Gifts of books, 
works of art etc. are acceptable apart 
from other donations. 

Several Buddhist organizations, such 
as the Washington Friends of Buddhism, 
have voluntarily affiliated themselves with 
the Buddhist Center. Local groups in 
support of the Center are also being formed 
everywhere. Through bazaars, silver teas, 
book sales, lectures, dramatic presentations 
and movies, individuals as well as organi- 
zations in favor of the Buddhist Center 
are making their contributions right 
along. No gift is too small to be accept- 
able. However, collection of funds for 
the Buddhist Center must be authorized. 
The Buddhist Center does not employ 


high-pressure sales methods. 

Just as the services of the officers of the 
Buddhist Center are available at no cost, 
so are the offices which Mr. S. Kriger has 
put at the disposal of the Buddhist Center 
until a permanent location of the Center 
has been established. The address is 
712 - 12th Street N.W. Washington, 
D.C. (20005), and the Telephone number 
is 347-7874. All communications may 
be addressed to either the Chairman or the 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees. 

CEYLON’S PART 

It was a Ceylon Ambassador, Mr. R. S. 
S. Gunewardene who took the first step 
towards establishing the Buddhist Center. 
He served as the first President and re- 
linquished the post held by him for years 
to Professor K. F. Liedecker in order to 
allow an all-American Board of Trustees 
to take upon themselves all the necessary 
executive and financial responsibilities of 
a decision-making body. He continues, 
however, as an Honorary Trustee. 

The Governor General of Ceylon, Mr. 
W. Gopallawa when he was Ambassador 
at Washington, did much for the Buddhist 
Center and initiated a number of activities 
in support of it. Dr. G. P. Malalasekera is 
continuing his active interest and support 
as an Honorary Trustee. The present 
Ambassador to Washington, Mr. M. F. de 
S. Jayaratne, is also doing all he can to 
foster the objectives of the Buddhist Cen- 
ter. 


He who is exceedingly corrupt, like a 
Maluwa creeper strangling a Sal tree, does 
to himself what his enemy wishes for him. 


Bilingual Review of Asian Culture 
and Problems 
Editor: Rene de Berval 


To describe the vast legacy of Asia to the 
common cultural and spiritual heritage of 
the world and to interpret the immense 
developments that are today so rapidly 
transforming the East is the constant 
endeavour of its editorial board. 


Annual Subscription: US $. 10 


For all Particulars: 
France—Asie Asia, 
20, 2-chrome, Tomisaka-cho, Bunkyo-ku, 
Tokyo, Japan. 


Evil deeds that are harmful to oneself are 
easy to do. But what is beneficial and good 
is extremly difficult to do. ; 

The foolish man who, on account of his 
false views, scorns the teaching of the 
worthy, the Noble, the Righteous, bears the 
fruits to his own destruction even like the 
bamboo reed. 
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Precision driving — 
~ needs precision-made plugs! 
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type of road surface. 
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Dr. Frau Liebbetz of Germany speaking at the eleventh anniversary celebrations 
of Sanchi Vihara, India 


Anniversary Celebrations of 


Sanchi 


Vihara 


(From a correspondent in India) 


THE eleventh anniversary cele- 
brations of Sanchi Vihara were 
held on December 29, 1963. 


In the morning the Governor of 
Madhya Pradesh and the Chief Sangha 
Nayaka of India, the Ven, Hedigalle 
Pannatissa Thera, took out the holy 
relics of Arhants Sariputta and Maha 
Moggallana amidst chanting of Pirith 
by bhikkhus from all parts of the world. 

The first Puja to the holy relics was led 
by the High Commissioner for Ceylon in 
India, Mr. Shirley Amerasinghe. 

Speaking at the morning ceremony, the 
Governor of Madhya Pradesh, Shri. 
H. V. Pataskar, said that the noble 
Eighthfold Path preached by the Lord 
_ Buddha was remarkable for its high moral 
content and thought. 5 

Concluding the Governor said that the 
message of peace and love taught by the 
Buddha and later spread far and wide by 
King Asoka should find an echo in the 
hearts of all men. Man must work to 
conquer fear and distrust and let the 
spirit of love and tolerance grow. Therein 
lay man’s salvation. He added that the 
Buddha Dhamma is a common world 
heritage. t pas 

Presiding over a public meeting in the 
afternoon Dr. S. D. Sharma, Education 
Minister of Madhya Pradesh, India, said 
that Buddhism which was enunciated and 
nurtured in India, has had a deep impact 
on the social and cultural life of this 
country so much so that it had become an 
integral part of their life. 

Even in modern times they had pro- 
jected the principles of Buddhism com- 
monly known as Panca Sila in their re- 
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lations with other countries by pursuing 
and advocating world brotherhood, pro- 
motion of human dignity, welfare of the 
down-trodden and peaceful co-existence. 

This bore testimony to their faith in 
this great religion and it was because of 
the pursuance of this noble policy that 
India was held in high esteem in the inter- 
national community of nations, he added. 

Dr. Sharma categorically denied the 
existence of any conflict or jealousy bet- 
ween Buddhism and any other religion 
that was practised in the land. In fact, 
India had the unique honour of giving 
birth to a number of religions and faiths 
and their development side by side. This 
was an established fact borne out by 
history. 

Concluding the Minister stressed the 
need for following the basic tenets of 
Buddhism, more so in the context of the 
present world situation of conflicts and 
tensions. He also appreciated the efforts 
being made by Ceylon in maintaining 
world peace. 

Mr.Shirley Amerasinghe, speaking on 
the occasion said that any form of conflict 
was foreign to Buddhism. It represented 
the age honoured principles of fellowship, 
human welfare and _ peace. 

He appreciated the efforts being made 
by the Government of India and the 
Madhya Pradesh Government in pro- 
moting Buddhist culture and in preserving 
the various Buddhist monuments, and 
expressed the gratitude of millions of 
Buddhists in Ceylon. . 

The Ven. Hedigalle Pannatissa Thera, 
said that the benigh influence of Shri 
Nehru, Prime Minister of India, had gone 


a great way to raise Sanchi to the present 
position, It was today one of the most 
attractive pilgrim and tourist centres in 
the East. 

The other speakers were the Ven. 
Shanti Bhadra Thera, Principal of the 
Dharmaduta College, Sanchi, Dr. Tai- 
muri, retired Director of Archaeology 
Dr. Frau Libbertz of Germany and Shri 
Seth, Collector, Raisen District. 

The holy relics were taken round in 
procession before they were laid again in 
the Cetiyagiri Vihara. 

_ In the evening the International Train- 
ms College, aR. Japa and Or- 
Pphanage were declared formally o 

Dr. Sharma. PD DY 

Apart from a representative gathering 
from all parts of the world, villagers from 
far and near counting over 5,000 gathered 
to pay homage to the holy relics. 

TRAINING COLLEGE 

In November 1963 the International 
Dharmaduta College was opened in San- 
chi. The necessary buildings were com- 
pleted at a cost of over Rs 200,000 and it 
was formally declared open by Dr, 
Sharma in the presence of a large and 
representative gathering. 

At present ten monks and five lay boys 
are undergoing training at the Institute 
to undertake Dharmaduta work in India 
and other parts of the world. More stu- 
dents, monks and lay boys are expected 
from Vietnam, Japan, Thailand, Germany 
Scandinavia etc. 

Shri H.V.Pataskar wrote: “I am glad to 
learn that at the sacred place of Sanchia 
college for the training of Dharmadutas, 
that is, messengers for spreading the teach- 
ings of the Buddha, is being established. 
Lord Buddha preached the doctrine of 
peace and equality among all men irrespe- 
ctive of caste or any difference on the 
ground of nationality. The revival of these 
doc trines is necessary for the protection 
and progress of the world. I welcome the 
idea and wish the Institution success in 
its sacred mission’’ 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

A public Library was declared open at 
the Maha Bodhi Society, Sanchi, on 
December 24, 1963 by Shri Shirley Ame- 
rasinghe. 

Gifts of books for the library have been 
received from the Department of Cultural 
Affairs, Ceylon, a whole set of Tripitaka 
in the Cambodian script from the Govern- 
ment of Cambodia, books in German and 
English dealing with Buddhism and 
German literature from the embassy of 
the Federal Republic of Germany and 
a few books on Buddhism from Thailand. 

Hindi books on Buddhism also have 
been added. 

SANGHAMITTA ORPHANAGE 

An orphanage called the Sanghamitta 
Orphanage was declared open on 
December 29, 1963 at Sanchi by Shri 
Seth. There are four boys at present. 
The youngest, who is 34 years old, is from 
Nepal. He is named Bodhimitta. 


SCHOLARSHIPS. TO JAPAN 

Professor H. H. Kimura, Professor of 
Indian Studies at the Ryukoku University, 
Kyoto, Japan, Ven. H. Pannatissa Nayake 
Thera and Ven. Shanthi Bhadra Thera 
discussed the possibility of giving two or 
three Indian Buddhist boys scholarships 
to Japan. 

(Continued on Page 13) 
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Letter to the Editor 


RECOGNITION OF 
BUDDHIST CEYLON 


WE Buddhists appreciate the 
recognition the President of 
Pakistan has accorded the Buddhist 
public of this country who cons- 
titute the majority of the people 
of Ceylon. 

It is fitting that the honour done 
to Buddhists should come from the 
respected leader of the great neigh- 
bouring Islamic State which counts 
among its citizens a contented po- 
pulation of 500,000 Buddhists. 
Above all the recognition that Cey- 
lon is a Buddhist country by the 
President of Pakistan is something 
that some religious minorities with- 
in Ceylon would do well to emulate. 

The Buddhists are tolerant and 
understanding. They realize the 
tensions between our two great 
neighbours, India and Pakistan. 
Both of them have large Buddhist 
minorities who along with us would 
like to see peace and concord prevail 


between our two great friends. 
Hence we would not like the Budd- 
hist Issue to be a cause of contro- 
versy between them and that is 
why I mention a few points below 
lest there be misunderstanding about 
India’s conscious turning towards 
Buddhism in recent times. , 

1. With the arrival of Indian 
nationalism in the 19th century 
Buddhism received _recognition 
as a part of the pride of the Hindu 
culture. Rabindranath Tagore, Ma- 
hatma Gandhi, Rajendra Prasad, 
Shri Nehru and other great Indian 
leaders of recent times have shown 
appreciation of the Buddhist impact 
on India’s civilization and openly 
admitted the Buddha was India’s 
greatest son. 

2. Anagarika Dharmapala found 
fullest scope for his religious and 
social work in India. 

3. Since India’s Independence 
the acceptance of Asoka’s Wheel 
in the National Flag, Lion Capital 
of Saranath and the Ideals of the 
Buddha particularly in her approach 
to World Peace, all point to the 
fact that far from Buddhism being 


dead in India it is a living force 
and an integral part of the thinking 
of the enlightened Indians. 

4. According to the statistics 
as given in the Census of India 
1961, (Paper No. 1. Religion) during 
the period 1951 to 1961, the Budd- 
hist population had increased from 
180,823 to 3,250,227. An increase 
of 1670,71 per cent. In Maha- 
rashtra State alone the increase has 
been from 2487 to 2,789,501. 

5. The Government of India 
has set up boards to look to the 
maintenance of former Buddhist 
shrines and places of pilgrimage in 
Gaya, Sanchi etc. 

The Buddhist life is an ennobling 
one. Wherever they go the gentle- 
ness and considerateness that derive 
from the Buddhist heritage of loving 
kindness towards all sentinent being 
impacts its distinctive character to 
the people among whom they live 
despite the errors to which some may 
fall into. 

We hope that Buddhists of both 
India and Pakistan may help to 
bring their own countries together 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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A group of delegates at the Vegetarian Conference. Srimati Rukmini Devi Arundale, Chairman, 
Reception Committee and President, Animal Welfare Board, set up by the Government of India, 
and Shri Sri Prakasa, former Governor of Maharasthra and Sir C. P. Ramaswami I yer, 


Vice-Chancellor, Annamalai University, are in the picture. 


Worid Vegetarians Meet 
in Bombay 


From V. G. Nair 
(India) 


WORLD vegetarians from Europe 

and India representing several 
humanitarian, religious and cultural 
organisations, mustered strong on 
the grounds of the Sriniketan Gar- 
dens, Bombay, at the First National 
Convention of Vegetarians held 
under the auspices of the Indian 
Vegetarian Congress, the Bombay 
Humanitarian League, the All-India 
Animal Welfare Association and the 


“Bombay Vegetarian Society. 


It adopted a number of resolutions 
emphasising the utmost need for the pro- 
motion of a vegetarian way of life in accor- 
dance with the teachings of world religions 
and requesting the Government of India 
and State Governments, Municipalities 
and Local Bodies to encourage vege- 
tarianism and prohibit the export of 
animals for human consumption and 
vivisection to foreign countries. 

The Convention was inaugurated by 
Shri Sri Prakasa, former Governor of 
Maharashtra, and Sir C. P. Ramaswami 
Iyer, Vice-Chancellor, Annamalai Uni- 
versity, presided over the inaugural session 
of the Convention. 

Srimati Rukmini Devi Arundale, Mem- 
ber, Rajya Sabha, chairman of the Re- 
ception Committee and president of the 
Indian Vegetarian Congress welcomed 
the delegates. The Convention which 
was held from January 8 to 13 was 
attended by members of different com- 
munities interested in the promotion of 
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vegetarianism. 

Among the delegates were sixteen young 
European vegetarians from five countries 
of Europe and about 160 Indian delegates 
from sixteen. States. 


EUROPEAN DELEGATES 


The European delegates have studied 
the philosophy of vegetarianism from 
Indian religious scriptures, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Jainism and Theosophy. They 
are confirmed vegetarians and ardent 
advocates of the vegetarian way of life 
in their respective countries. 

The presence of these young, healthy 
and enthusiastic European scholars im- 
bued with the spirit of vegetarianism, 
universal love and human brotherhood 
created an exhilirating impression in 
the minds of all those participating at 
this historic convention. Vegetarianism 
and animal welfare have scored a lasting 
victory in Europe in recent years, thanks 
to the devoted and indefatigable efforts 
of Srimati Rukmini Devi Arundale, and 


- Shri J. N. Mankar, the doyen among hu- 


manitarian workers in India and Vice- 
Chairman, Indian Vegetarian Congress. 

The European vegetarians gave in- 
teresting talks on vegetarianism and nar- 
rated their own experience in changing 
their way of life from meat eating to 
vegetarianism. 

Shri Chandraprabh Sagariji a spiritual 
leader and an outstanding scholar, in his 
address at the inaugural session made a 
fervent appeal to all thinkers, intellec- 
tuals and particularly to the common 
man to enforce the law of compassion in 


the life of man and live in unity and peace” 
for the common welfare of mankind as' 
well as the dumb animals and other 

living creatures subjected to persecution 

and torture by man. 

The philosophy of veg-tarianism was 
discussed at the Convention from spiri-’ 
tual, ethical, nutritional, health, econo- 
mic, practical and international aspects 
and all avenues were explored to enforce 
the vegetarian way of life on a universal 
basis without wounding the feelings of 
other communities living in India. 

Shri Sri Prakasa in his inaugural address 
explained the benefits of vegetarianism 
in national and international aspects 
of human existence. He appealed to the 
people to show more mercy and com- 
passion to animals, birds and all living 
creatures in order to enforce the law of 
universal love so that mankind may live 
in lasting peace. 

Sir C. P. Ramaswani lyer described 
universal love as the only panecea for the 
ills of the world. The ills that cons- 
tantly plagued humanity, he said, were 
hatred, violence and irreverence towards 
life. It was, therefore, the duty of man 
to evolve a new philosophy of life to bring 
happiness everywhere. 

Srimati Rukmini Devi Arundale in her 
speech on the various aspects of vegetaria- 
nism and the sanctity of life, wanted pil- 
grim centres and holy places in India to be 
declared as ‘“‘vegetarian areas’? and the 
slaughter of animals prohibited in these 
areas. Non-vegetarianism is a cruel fas- 
hion among the educated people these 
days, she said. She made a fervent plea 
for respecting the sanctity of all life, mercy 
and compassion towards all living beings 
in accordance with the teachings of Lord 
Buddha, Lord Mahavira, the Rishis, the 
Saints, Prophets and Seers of the world. 

The Vegetarian Food and Cookery 
Exhibition at the convention was in- 
augurated by Srimati Rukmini Devi 
Arundale the important educative sections 
in which were the nutritional recipes, 
competition section, house wives com- 
petition section, international vegetarian 
receipes section, educative section and 
special diets for vulnerable group and 
those suffering from common diseases. 

The Reception Committee arranged 
a tour programme for the European 
Vegetarian delegation to visit the historic, 
cultural and educational, centres in India. 
The tour will last for about one and a 
half months and will cover almost all 
the holy centres of Buddhism, and 
Hinduism in India. 


ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
OF SANCHI VIHARA 


(Continued from Page 11) 

Dr. Kimura said that he had already 
prepared such a scheme with the help of 
some rich business men in Japan. He 
requested Ven H. Pannatissa to select the 
boys to be sent to Japan for higher educa- 


tion. 
PUBLICATION FUND 

The Ven. Hedigalle Pannatissa Nayake 
Thera has already started a Publication 
Fund to get Buddhist books printed in 
Hindi, Marathi, Bengali etc. 

As the Buddhist population in India is 
daily increasing it is very necessary that 
simple books on Buddhism be printed in 
Indian languages and distributed free. 
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1. “The Lovers” one of the most famous rock 
carvings in Anuradhapura, to be found in the’ 
precints of the beautiful rock temple of 
Isurumuniya. 


2. An excellent example of the stone worker’s skill. 
A stone panel from an ancient dagoba in 
Anuradhapura. 


ANURADHA 


WEALTH OF SHRINE AND SCULPTURE 


Some of the most notable examples 
of stone carving are to be found in 
Anuradhapura, Ceylon; worthy examples of 
the skill of the Sinhalese artisan at the peak 
of his glory. 


Moonstones, semi-circular stone slabs, 
intricately and delicately carved, placed 
at the entrances of religious and monastic 
buildings; Guardstones, richly carved head- 
stones placed at the entrance of dagobas 
and monasteries; alto and _ bass reliefs, 
panels of elaborate carvings, and beautiful 
executed sculptures, are some of the exqu 
site works of ancient craftsmen, still to be 
seen and admired in this city half as old 
as time. 


fURA 


> 
The excellent stone carving of the 
Man and Horse in the temple 
of Isurumuniya. 


. 5. Detail from Moonstone. 


4. Detail from Moonstone. Note the 
intricate design. 


Notes of the Month 


PROPOSAL FOR BUDDHIST 
VIHARA IN PARIS. 


THERE are Buddhist Viharas in 

London and in Berlin. But 
there is still no Vihara in Paris from 
where a French Buddhist magazine 


was issued. 

The great ambition of the Ven Kosgoda 
Sobhita Maha Thera of Ceylon is to 
establish a permanent Vihara in Paris 
and satisfy this need. The Ven Sobhita 
has been in Paris for several month 
at the Sorbonne University. 

He is doing research work for a thesis 
on a comparison of the Mahayana and 
the Theravada schools of Buddhism 
with particular emphasis on the Vinaya 
Pitaka. He expects to complete this 
in 1965. 

He lives at the Maison de Cambodge at 
Cambodia House in the University 
Park. The Ven Sobhita is the only 
Ceylonese at the Maison de Cambodge, 
and with a high percentage of Buddhists 
as students, he holds regular observances 
and ministers to religious needs. 

The Ven thera is on study leave from 
his University, the Vidyodaya Buddhist 
University in Ceylon, where he is lecturer 
in Mahayana Buddhism. It is expected 
that the Ven Rahula Thera, the Sinhalese 
monk in Paris, will do everything pos- 
sible to help the Ven Sobhita Thera in his 
endeavour to establish a Buddhist Vi- 


hara in Paris. 
BUDDHIST ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
IN FRENCH 


Meanwhile, a Buddhist Encyclopaedia 
in the French language is expected to be 
completed by 1968 by French and Ja- 
panese scholars. 

Three of the 16 volumes were completed 
during 1929-37, but the work was aban- 
doned with the outbreak of World War II. 

The encyclopaedia, to be named 
Hobogin, will be a comprehensive work 
on all aspects of Buddhism, including 
the background of Buddhist philosophy 
and various theories concerning the 
religion as well as its historical background 


EDITOR OF CRITICAL PALI 
DICTIONARY 


An interesting visitor to Ceylon last 
month was Mr. Freddie Meller-Kris- 
tensen, the new Editor of the Critical 
Pali Dictionary, which is being pub- 
lished in Copenhagen. 

His visit was of particular interest to 
the Vidyalankara Buddhist University of 
Kelaniya, The Ven. Ratanasara Maha 
Thera, Lecturer in Education at the Vid- 
yalankara University, has been appointed 
to the Advisory Board of the Dictionary 
as an honorary member. 

This significant honour was conferred 
on the Ven Ratanasara by the Super- 
visory Committee of the Dictionary in 
recognision of the special help, parti- 
cularly Buddhist philosophy, given by 
him to them. 


The Ven Ratnasara spent the last 
summer months in Mainz, Germany, 
at the Academie der Wischenschaft 


PAGE SIXTEEN 


Und Literatur, where he assisted a 
German Committee with his specialised 
knowledge of Pali commentaries in 
relation to the compilation of the Critical 
Pali Dictionary. 

The Ven Ratnasara Thera is now in 
London where he has resumed his studies 
for the Ph. D for which he is working. 


HISTORIC VIHARA IN 
DANGER 

The historic Potgul Vibara of Han- 
guranketa, central Ceylon, is reported to 
be on the verge of collapse. 

The temple which was built about 
one hundred years ago on the ruins of 
an old palace of a Sinhalese king, is 
famous for its valuable collection of ola 
(palm leaf) manuscripts and other do- 
cuments. 

The paintings in the shrine room are 
fast fading. The library which is si- 
tuated upstairs might also collapse as 
the walls are delapidated. 

The wall round the Bo tree has already 
collapsed at several points. 


ALL CEYLON WOMEN’S 
BUDDHIST SOCIETY 


The All-Ceylon Buddhist 
Association has embarked on fresh acti- 
vity this year, and to collect funds for this 
purpose it organised a Flag Day last 
month. 

Among its many activities, both social 
and religious, is the observance of Ata 
Sil on Poya days and conducting Dhamma 
talks by both the Sangha and the laity. 
The association conducts a weekly Dham- 
ma sermon. 

Apart from these, the 
organises pilgrimages to various religious 
places of interest for the benefit of the 
members. 

The Young Buddhist Forum inau- 
gurated four years ago, trains boys and 
girls in the art of debate and oratory. 
Mrs. Somi Meegama, president of. the 
Association, said that the association 
had been assured of the fullest assistance 
by the 19 newly, affiliated Buddhist 
wemen’s associations throughout the 
Island. 

BUDDHIST ART RESEARCH 
CENTRE 


The Asian Buddhist Art Research 
Institute celebrated its third anniversary 
last month at the Institute in Battaramulla, 
Talangama, Ceylon. 

The programme included _ religious 
activities, exhibitions, sermons and film 
shows. There was an exposition of the 
sacred relics of the Buddha. 

The High Commissioner for India in 
Ceylon, Mr. B.K. Kapur, opened an 
exhibition of photographs on the “Buddha 
Statue in Asia”. Mr. D. S. Goonesekera 
Ceylon’s Minister of Labour, declared 
open a relic chamber. 

FOUNDATION STONE FOR 
NEW VIHARA 

The foundation stone was laid for the 

new two-storeyed building to house the 


Women’s’ 


association 


Sri Bodhirajya Vihara in Fort, Colombo, 
under the patronage of the Vice-Chan- 
cellor of the Vidyodaya Buddhist Uni- 
versity, the Ven Kalukondawe Sri Panna- 
sekera Mahi Nayaka Thera. 

The Vihara has been a place of worship 
serving residents of the Fort-Pettah area 
in Colombo for over half a century. 
It is also the most ancient Buddhist © 
shrine in the area. 

The new building will consist of a 
library, a preaching hall, a Vihara and a 
Cetiya. The project is being undertaken 
by the Bodhiraja Societv. 

ALL RELIGIONS TO. 
BE TAUGHT 


Ceylon’s Ministry of Education has 
recommended to the Minister of Edu- 
cation, Mr. P. B. G. Kalugalla, that pri- 
vate schools be compelled to teach all 
the religions of students attending such 
schools. 

The recommendation regarding reli- 
gious instruction applies both to private 
fee-levying schools and private non- 
fee-levying schools. In private non-fee- 
levying schools there are at present a 
large percentage of students who do not 
belong to the denomination of the pro- 
prietors of the schools. 

All Government-vested ‘and Director 
of Education-managed schools teach 
the religions of all students in the schools, 

An official of the Ministry of Education 
said that representations had been made 
by parents that provision should be 
made for private schools of both cate- 
gories to teach all religions in schools. 


BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION IN 
TOWN COUNCIL 


Members and employees of the Town 
Council at Alutgama, Ceylon, has forme: 
a Buddhist Association. The Ph 
meeting was held at the office of the 
Council, presided over by Mr. Tudor 
de Silva, chairman of the Council. 

It was decided to get sermons on the 
Dhamma delivered on every Full Moon 
day, to open a library of Buddhist pub- 
lications and to screen Buddhist films. 

Mr. K. S. de Silva was elected president 
and Mr. A. W. Anandawardene secretary. 

BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION 
CHANGES NAME 


The Zen Buddhist Association of 
Hawaii has changed its name to Diamond 
Sangha. 

This change, which was made at a 
business meeting of the association, 
was done to avoid any clash with the 
Zen Buddhist Association of Hawaii 
which was established by the Zoto Zen 
Mission over 50 years ago. This asso- 
ciation still continues to flourish. 

The name Diamond Sangha, it was 
pointed out fits the broad geographical 
character of the society which now in- 
cludes members from all over the world. 

The new name will be Diamond 
Sangha, a Zen Buddhist society. 

DEVELOPMENT OF ANCIENT 
BUDDHIST CITY 


Several schemes for the development 
of Rajgir, the ancient Buddhist city of 
India, were discussed and _ generally 
approved at a meeting of the Rajgir 
Development Committee, under the chair- 
manship of Mr. Morarji Desai, former 
Finance Minister, Government of India. 

Rajgir, about 68 miles east of Patna, 


is an important centre of Buddhism as 
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it was here that the Buddha passed many 
years of meditation. It has also developed 
into a sanatorium and health resort on 
account of its hot springs which are known 
to cure chronic bowel and skin diseases. 

The development schemes are estimated 
to cost Rs. 19,300,000. They include 
the development of roads in and around 
Rajgir, the development of mineral springs 
and the setting up of a Shanti Stupa. 


“GAVE NEW LIFE TO 
BUDDHISM”’ 

“The Bauddha Jatika Balavegaya of 
Ceylon has given a new life, a new force 
and a new organisation to Buddhism 
which has been the main force in Ceylon 
history for the last 2,500 years’’, said 
Mr. Ronnie de Mel, at a_prize-giving 
of a Dhamma school at Nagoda. 

Mr. de Mel said that the Balavegaya 
was the strongest national force for the 
development of the country. “There 
are no distinctions of any sort in Budd- 
hism’’, said Mr. de Mel. 

He added: ‘‘We are not against indivi- 
dual Catholics or the Catholic religion 
and do not wish to deprive any individual 
Catholic of his or her job, but we are 
against anti-national movements by Cath- 
olics or others which impede the coun- 
try’s development’’. 

Mr. Nissanka Wijeratne, a vice-pre- 
sident of the Balavegaya, said that they 
were thankful to Mr. C. P. de Silva of the 
Sri Lanka Freedom Party, Mr. Dudley 
Senanayake of -the United National 
Party, Mr. Philip Gunawardena of the 
Mahajana Eksath Peramuna, Mr. Pieter 
Keuneman of the Communist Party and 
Mr. K. M.P. Rajaratne of the Jatika 
Vimukthi Peramuna for openly declaring 
that early investigation into Catholic 
Action was an urgent need. 

BUDDHIST INVESTMENT 
. BUREAU 

The creation of a Buddhist Investment 
Bureau is the next move on the Buddhist 
front in Ceylon, according to the Ceylon 
Observer. 

The main object of the Bureau is 
“to break the financial and commercial 
stranglehold of anti-national and anti- 
Buddhist elements’. The Buddhist In- 
vestment Bureau is the result of talks 
held by leading Buddhists of the business 
world, medical and professional and 
other classes. 

A spokesman for the Bureau said: 
“One of the methods by which anti- 
Buddhist elements control opinion and 
activities in Ceylon is high finance— 
operating the share market, getting 
control of new business and industries. 
The Buddhist Investment Bureau will pool 
the resources of wealthy Buddhists’. 


ANCIENT STATUES FOUND 
IN BURMA 

A total of 222 ancient Buddhist statues 
cast in silver, lead and stone have been 
discovered in Burma. The discovery 
was made at the Kawitkyaik Zedi 
(temple) in NHtonaing village, Pan-an 
District. 

The statues were excavated when teams 
of devotees were clearing the undergrowth 
which had swallowed a crumbling pagoda, 
first erected about 1111 A.C. by the Mons. 

GIFT OF BOOKS TO ; 
LONDON VIHARA 

A collection of over 200 religious 

books bequeathed to the London Vihara 
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in the last will of the late Mr. Patrick 
Richter, was taken delivery of by the 
Ven Dr. H.Saddhatissa Maha Thera, 
incumbent of the Vihara. 

The late Mr. Richter, former secretary 
of the Royal India, Pakistan and Ceylon 
Society, was for sometime unofficial 
adviser in education to the Ceylon 
High Commission in London. 

He was also very closely associated 
with the Ven Dr. Saddhatissa and took 
a deep interest in Buddhism and the 
work of the Ven Dr. Saddhatissa, who 
described the collection of books as a 
rich endowment to the Vihara library. 


LONDON VIHARA MONK 
ENTERS VARSITY 
The Ven I Dharmaratana Thera, the 
young Buddhist monk who assisted the 
Ven Dr. Saddhatissa Maha Thera at 
the London Vihara, has returned to 
Ceylon for his higher ordination and 
for further studies in Buddhism. 
The Ven Dharmaratana Thera spent 
five years in London pursuing his studies 
in English and helping the Ven Dr. Sadd- 
hatissa in Buddhist activities in London. 
The young thera has secured entry to 
the Ceylon University too for further 
academic training. He was a popular 
figure at the London Vihara and was 
a ‘“‘friend’’ to all persons. 


BUDDHISM IN TELEVISION 
PROGRAMME 


The Asia Society of New York had a 
special television programme on January 
29, known as “Eastern Wisdom and 
Modern Life’. 

The programme was devoted to “‘The 
Buddha and Buddhism’’. Mr. Alan Watts, 
Buddhist scholar, lecturer and author 
was moderator on the programme. He 
traced the current influence in the Western 
world of Buddhism and its branch 
Zen Buddhism. 

THE BUDDHA WAS THE 
GREATEST DEMOCRAT 

The Buddha was the greatest democrat 
history knew. When he laid down the 
Vinaya rules and disciplinary codes for 
monks, he consulted public opinion and 
was also guided by the teachings and 
influences of the great anthropologists 
who lived in India before his time. 

He also emphasised that the Vinaya 
rules were laid down not for all time 
but to suit the society of his day. 

This was said by the Ven Moratuwa 
Sasanaratne Thera, senior Lecturer in 
Pali at the Vidyalankara Buddhist Uni- 
versity, Kelaniya, Ceylon, at a meeting 
of the Pali Association of the university. 

He said that Buddhist monks should not 
try to oversimplify the Vinaya rules and 
abuse the liberty given them by the 
Buddha. The aim of the Buddhist was 
to give priority and greater importance 
to the will of the common man. 

TIBETAN REFUGEES 
IN BHUTAN 

About Rs. 1,000,000 has been sanc- 
tioned by the Government of India for 
the rehabilitation of Tibetan refugees in 
Bhutan, according to Mr. George Tarring, 
the Tibetan Refugee Rehabilitation Offi- 
cer, Government of Bhutan. 

Mr. Tarring said that a scheme was 
now being drawn up. He estimated 
the number of Tibetan refugees in Bhutan 
at about 3,000. Until August when 
rehabilitation work started in Bhutan, 


Tibetan refugees were assisted by the 
Government of Bhutan. 

A central camp has now been opened 
at Paro. More camps will be started 
at Thimpu. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
MEDALLIONS 

About 10,000 Roman Catholic me- 
dallions have been discovered in the steel 
cupboard of a West German at the Ceylon 
Transport Board depot at Werahera. 

These were discovered in a midnight 
raid by a director of the Board with the 
assistance of the police and the customs. 
The matter has been referred to the 
Government for action. 

The medals are alleged to have been 
smuggled with a consignment of goods 
imported by the Ceylon Transport Board 
from West Germany. The customs had 
not checked the consignment as the goods 
came under a government-to-government 
contract, 

The West German works at the Ceylon 
Transport Board Training School at 
Werahera and his services have been 
loaned to the Ceylon Government. 

Officials of the Ministry of Communi- 
cations said that the explanation of 
the West German embassy in Colombo 
did not appear satisfactory in view of the 
fact that a large number of these medals 
were specially minted for Ceylon and 
were dedicated to a local Catholic saint 
and not just odd gifts. 

According to official sources from the 
Embassy the medals did not come under 
any “government or official consignment’. 
They were sent in a “private-parcel from 
a private firm to one of the members of 
the German staff”? working at the work- 


shop. 
NEW VIHARA WILL 
COST RS. 30,000 

The ceremony of cutting the first sod 
for the construction of a vihara at the 
Sailabimbaramaya, Katubedde, Ceylon, 
was performed by Mr. M.D.S. Wije- 
tunga. 

The vihara, which will cost Rs.30,000, 
is to be erected by a Buddhist association 
of Katubedde. Mr. Wijetunga made a 
contribution of Rs. 1,000. 

TEN MISSIONARIES 
ON TRAIL 

Ten Christian missionaries from Bri- 
tain, the United States, Canada and 
Holland, have been. sent for trial in 
Ankara, Turkey, for forming an or- 
ganisation to spread Christian propa- 
ganda without official permission. 

They included six Americans, two 
Britons, a Canadian and a Dutchman. 

They were detained for questioning 
after the police searched the house they 
shared and found documents on religious 
teachings, which were illegal under 
Turkey’s secular regime. 

SCIENCE AND THE BUDDHA’S 

TEACHING 

While almost all the other religions of 
the world faced a challenge from the 
dynamic progress of science, Buddhism 
enjoyed a unique place in that the Buddha’s 
teachings were being proved day by day 
with the advancement of science, said the 
Ven Mirisse Gunasiri Thera, Senior 
lecturer in the Buddha Dhamma at the 
Vidyodaya Buddhist University, Ceylon. 

He was addressing the Buddhist Asso- 
ciation of the University. He said that 
the reason why the bhikkhus were now 
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not respected much by the people was 
because there was a surplus of them in the 
country. If the country had monks who 
strictly observed the Vinaya rules, the 
people would have shown greater respect 
for the bhikkhus. 

What was expected of a monk was 
service to humanity and strict adherence 
to the Buddha’s teachings and code of 
conduct for monks. Those who could 
not do so should leave the Sasana without 
bringing it to disrepute. 

It was the duty of good Buddhists to 
work for religious unity in the country, 
sinking differences of caste, creed or 
nationality. 

CRUSADING ARMY OF 
BUDDHIST STUDENTS 


The All-Ceylon Buddhist Students Fe- 
deration has decided to form a crusading 
army of Buddhist students and to pub- 
licise the lives of national heroes. 

This is the first step in a campaign to 
foster “‘a spirit of national pride and love 
for the nation’’. The decision to launch 
this campaign was taken at a meeting 
of the Central Committee of the Fede- 
ration. 

The Federation has also decided to 
appeal to the Government to enforce 
strictly a ban on the sale of liquor to 
and consumption and transport of liquor 
by those under 21 years of age. 

CEREMONY BY AMERICAN 
BUDDHISTS 


Meditation and incense. filled the Bud- 
dhist temple in New York city’s China 
Town on January 15 when Buddhists 
celebrated the attainment of Nirvana by 
the Buddha. 

Three saffron-robed monks of the 
Mahayana order led the procession 
through the temple at the ceremony 
marking the conclusion of a weeklong 
commemoration during which ‘services 
were held for four hours each day. 

The Rev Wu Ming, a monk of the 
Eastern States Buddhist Temple, led the 
services assisted by two monks from the 
first Kalmuk Buddhist Temple in New 
Jersey. 

BUDDHIST YOUTH IN 
MALAYSIA 


Complying with the wishes of a majo- 
rity of the members of the Buddhist 
Missionary Society of Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, a Buddhist Youth Section 
was recently inaugurated. 

The Youth Section is under the ma- 
nagement of a committee elected from 
among the members, comprising hard- 
working boys and girls. There is also 
a panel of honorary advisers and religious 
advisers to guide them on the right path. 

The News Letter of the Buddhist 
Missionary Society says that this has 
been a_ long-felt need. The Youth 
Section caters for youths of both sexes. 

Mr. Loh. Yu Fook is the chairman of 
the Youth Section, Mr. E. O. B. Wick- 
ramanayake honorary secretary and Miss 
Phyllis de Alwis the honorary treasurer. 

WORLDWIDE CATHOLIC 
ACTION 

“Is there any country anywhere which 
is free from Catholic Action ?”’, asks 
The Golden Lotus of Philadelphia, USA, 
referring to reports of Catholic Action 
published in World Buddhism. 

“The Catholic Church works openly 
and uses indoctrination based on religion 
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to achieve its ends. Violence, such as 
was used in South Vietnam, is not unusual, 
as it would further damage the Church’s 
reputation, as it has not yet recovered 
from its Middle Ages  persecution’’, 
says The Golden Lotus. 

Quoting the reports in World Buddhism 
and the review of the book Catholic 
' Action published by the Bauddha Jatika 
Balavegaya of Ceylon, which appeared in 
World Buddhism, the American magazine 
observes that it is apparent that the Budd- 
hists of Ceylon have awakened to their 
danger. 


BO SAPLING PLANTED 
IN PAKISTAN 


Mr. Z. A. Bhutto, Pakistan’s Foreign 
Minister, planted on January 25 near the 
Buddhist ruins in Taxila, 20 miles from 
Rawalpindi, the Bo sapling from the 
sacred Bo tree in Anuradhapura, presented 
by the Government of Ceylon to President 
Ayub Khan of Pakistan when he visited 
Ceylon in December. 

The Ceylon High Commissioner in 
Pakistan, Major General H. W. G. Wije- 
koon, was present at the ceremony which 
was attended by the Irani Foreign Mi- 
nister, Mr. Abbas Aram, who was on a 
visit to Pakistan. ; 

Mr. Bhutto said that the sapling would 
be a reminder of the everlasting friendship 
between Pakistan and Ceylon, “‘solicitude 
cf Pakistan for its Buddhist minority 
and Pakistan’s respect for the teachings 
of Lord Buddha.” 

Mr. Bhutto said that Pakistan believed 
in the peace mission of Lord Buddha. 
She also believed that before aspiring 
for peaceful and good relations with 
other nations, one should learn to live 
peacefully with one’s neighbours. 


ESSENTIAL TO SPREAD 
THE DHAMMA 


It was essential today to spread the 
Dhamma to every corner of Ceylon 
before attempts were made to propagate 
the faith. abroad. Buddhism should be 
firmly established in Ceylon, said the 
Ven Weeraketiya Kawiswara Thera, prin- 
cipal of the Dharmaduta Centre and 


Bhikkhu Training Institute at Pagoda,. 


near Colombo. 
. He was speaking at a stone laying 
ceremony for the dana hall at the Centre. 
A large gathering, including delegates 
from all parts of the Island, attended 
the ceremony. 

The stone laying ceremony which 
took place in the morning, was followed 
by a meeting of the delegates in the 
afternoon. The Lord Buddha, said the 
Ven -Kawiswara, had given to every 
bhikkhu a humble but noble means of 
sustenance and that was the alms bowl. 

He deprecated the attitude of bhikkhus 
who indulged in worldly activities and 
those who clamoured for employment. 
- That was due, he said, to the fault of 
certain Buddhist laymen who. encouraged 
these monks in those activities. 


RESTORATION OF ANCIENT 
DAGOBA 


In the restoration of the ancient 
Mahiyangana Cetiya in central Ceylon, 
the building of the Wahalkadas and the 
Prakara walls around the shrine is being 
done at a cost of nearly Rs. 500,000. 

At the last meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Mahiyangana Res- 
toration Society, it was decided to have 
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the areas beyond and around the Chetiya 
and its maluwa completely fenced with 
barbed wire. 

Sir Bennett Soysa, honorary treasurer, 
pointed out that until such time as a 
protective wall was built around the 
entire sacred area to prevent it from stra 
cattle and other dangers, a barbed 
wire fence was very essential. 


INDIAN ARMY CHIEF 
VISITS SANCHI 


General J. N. Chaudhuri, -Chief. of 
the Indian Army Staff, visited the Budd- 
hist shrine of Sanchi in India on January 
19, and was received by the Ven H. 
Pannatissa, Sangha Nayaka of India, 
and other members of the Sangha. 

After pirith was chanted, the General 
worshipped the holy relics of the Ara- 
hantas, Sariputta and Maha Moggallana. 

In the afternoon the General visited 
the International Dharmaduta | College 
and was pleased that such an institution 
had been set up to train. Dharmadutas 
to spread the message of peace and 
goodwill of the Buddha. The college has 
monk-students from all parts of the world. 


VARSITY COMMISSION 
REPORT 


At a meeting held at the Town Hall, 
Galle, in support of the Ceylon Universities 
Commission report, it was pointed out 
that the Commission has proved to be a 
blessing in that the Cagmmissiners have 
given a very valuable report. 

“It now appears that Buddhism which 
has been the chief source of guidance 
leading man in the correct path of live- 
lihood, has now turned out to be the 
employment exchange where bhikkhus 
enjoy hundred per cent benefit’’, said the 
Ven Madauyangoda Wimalakitthi Na- 
yaka Thera who presided at the meeting. 

He said that graduate bhikkhus at the 
two Pirivena Universities deprive laymen 
of employment. Some 200  bhikkhus 
who graduated this year have deprived 
200 families of their livelihood. 

Ceylon won fame and developed due 
to Buddhism but as a result of bhikkhus 
seeking employment and neglecting their 
prime duty of preaching the doctrine of 
the Buddha, that development had been 
interrupted. 

Referring to the Nalanda University 
of India, he said that they did not give 
prominence to religion and instead gave 
prominence to science and as a result 
religion degenerated. 

The Students’ Council of Vidyalankara 
University, Kelaniya, submitted a me- 
morandum to the Prime Minister Mrs. 
Sirima Bandaranaike requesting her not 
to implement the Universities report. 

The memorandum which states that 
there are certain discrepancies and ano- 
malies in the newly created Pirivena 
Universities of Vidyodaya and Vidya- 
lankara which need immediate correction, 
condemns the recommendation of the 
commissioners to close down the two 
institutions. 

The memorandum adds that these 
universities are still in an experimental 
stage. What is necessary is to suggest 
ways and means of improving them. But 
the commissioners whose notions about 
these universities that they perform no 
valuable service, have mercilessly recom- 
mended the closure of the institutious. 

“It was with a view to providing higher 
educational facilities to the sons and 


daughters of workers and peasants that the 
late Prime Minister Mr. S. W. R. D. 
Bandaranaike decided to elevate the two 
leading Pirivenas to University status”, 
said Ven Tripitakacharya Yatihalagala 
Siddhartha Maha Thera presiding at a 
meeting of the Hendala Buddhist Society, 

The recommendations of the University 
Commission to close down the two 
Pirivena Universities had been suggested 
with deliberate malice towards the com- 
mon man, he said. 


W.F.B. HEADQUATERS: 
CHINA PROTEST 

Referring to the removals of the 
headquarters of the World Fellowship 
of Buddhists to Bangkok from Rangoon 
the China Regional Centre of the W.F.B. 
says. 

“The China Regional Centre of the 
WEB is resolutely opposed to this course. 
It is a private and illegal act that the 
Secretariat, disregarding the Constitution 
of the General Council of the WEB, 
has agreed to the demand of the Buddhist 
Association of Thailand for the removal of 
the WFB Headquarters to Bangkok, 
According to the stipulation of Article 
7 (2) of the W.F.B. Constitution, ‘‘casual 
vacancies among the office-bearers (in- 
cluding the President, Vice-Presidents 
and General-Secretary) shall be filled by 
the General Council’. 


“It is clear, therefore, that the Secre- 
tariat has no power to give its consent 
to the request of the Buddhist Association 
of Thailand to let its president be the 
acting president of the WEB, and, more- 
Over, it should not have made any decision 
about such an important question as the 
removal of the Headquarters of the 
organization without consulting the Gene- 
ral Council beforehand. 

“In view of the fact that in recent years 
U.S. imperialism has been openly 
trying to get its hands on this world 
Buddhist organization, we have reasons 
to believe that the demand on the part 
of Thailand for the removal of the 
Headquarters of the WFB to Bangkok 
has been inspired by U.S. imperialism. 
The object is to control this world Budd- 
hist organization more conveniently, so 
as to make use of it to deceive the Budd- 
hists and people of Asia, and to serve the 
U.S. reactionary policy of aggression and 
enslave the people of different countries. 

‘For the benefit of the Buddhists of 
different countries and to maintain the 
dignity.of the Constitution of the WFB, 
we resolutely oppose the removal of the 
WFB Headquarters and Secretariat to 
Bangkok. We request all friends of 
different regional centres of the WFB 
to pay attention to this matter, take 
active and, efficient measures, and excer- 
cise full vigilance lest the. intriguing evil 
forces should utilize.the world. Buddhist 
organization to endanger Buddhism and 
to destroy the friendship among the 
Buddhists of different countries.’ 


‘Be delighted in vigilance. Guard your 
mind. Draw. yourself out of the alough 
of evil like an clephant sunk in the mud, 

If you find a prudent companion who 
is fit to keep company with you, who 
behaves well, and is wise, you shouled 
live with him delightfully and mindfully 
overcoming all dangers. . : 
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THE FOCAL POINT OF 
BRITAIN’S BUDDHISTS 


THE “Chelsia Post,” England, of 

December 27, carried the following 
article under .the heading “The saffron 
Robed Man of S.W. 3’. 

Not all of the thousands of home 
and foreign visitors who stream into 
knightsbridge each year make for 
the fashionable shops and restau- 
rants. 

For many people, the centre of their 
interest in the busy end of S.W.3 is a large 
house in Ovington Gardens. 

No. 10 is the London Buddhist Vihara, 
the focal point for hundreds of Britain’s 


Buddhist population. It has a lecture - 


room and a temple. The Vihara also 
houses the leading Buddhist in this country. 


Ven. Dr. H. Saddhatissa Maha Thera 


He is the Venerable Dr. H. Saddhatissa 
Maha Thera, the highest order in the 
Buddhist religion. Clad in flowing saff- 
ron, he carries out his daily work at the 
Vihara, diligently executing the ideals 
and worship of his calling. 

One day earlier this month, when the 
weather outside was in stern, cold con- 
trast to the climate of his native Ceylon, 
Dr. Saddhatissa relaxed at the Vihara to 
talk about his work and his religion. 


GOVERNMENT HELP 

The Vihara has been at Ovington 
Gardens since 1953. It has had several 
London homes since its revival over ten 
years ago, as central as Marylebone, as 
suburban as Ealing. ‘ 

Dr. Saddhatissa has been there since 
1957. He works with a secretary, and 
in close co-operation with a member of 
the Ceylonese Embassy, as the Ceylon 
Government finance the centre. 

The Vihara is the centre of Theravada 
Buddhism in the West. The Buddhist 
religion has two schools: Mahayana, 


which is practised in China, Japan, Korea 
and Tibet; and Theravada which exists 
in India, Ceylon, Cambodia, Thailand 
and Burma. 

Dr. Saddhatissa explained his origin. 

“Tam Ceylonese, but I came here from 
India—from Delhi, Bombay and Benares. 
In fact I was teaching at Benares Uni- 
versity for some time.” 

In India, Dr. Saddhatissa was a monk 
at the monastery founded where the Budd- 
ha preached his first sermon to his five 
disciples—the Deer Park. 

Now, Dr. Saddhatissa is a venerated 
exponent of Buddhism. Apart from 
countless pamphlets written by him in 
Pali and English, he also lectures fre- 
quently on the subject. 

The lecture room, on the first floor of 
the Vibara, can hold an audience of 60. 
There, talks are given from a white table 
simply adorned with a lectern, a handbell 
and a fan. 

To the left of the table stands the Budd- 
hist ‘“‘Bible’’, meticulously written out in 
Pali language on scores of palm léaf strips 
edged in gold. 

At the right of the table, there is a seven- 
foot high silver and ebony Pagoda given 
to the Vihara by Ceylon. 

Around the walls of the lecture room 
stand large plaques which clearly set out 
the Homage, the Three Refuges, and the 
Five Precepts of the religion of the Buddha. 

Anyone may attend lectures at the 
Vihara on Sundays. 

‘*We do not mind if they are Buddhist, 
or non-Buddhist,’’ Dr. Saddhatissa stress- 
ed, ‘‘we do not discriminate.” 

Dr. Saddhatissa does not confine his 
talks to Ovington Gardens; he travels the 
country to lecture on his religion. 

“*T have been to Manchester and Leeds— 
there are Buddhist societies there—just 
recently. I have also been to Oxford and 
Cambridge, mostly to speak to under- 
graduates.” 

Added the Doctor: “In fact I am some- 
times asked to give talks in churches. 
I have been to several churches.” 

This open attitude to alternative beliefs 
is the basis of Dr. Saddhatissa’s philo- 
sophy. 

“T think in this modern time I appre- 
ciate this broadmindedness to learn other 
religions. The world has become so small 
now.’ We cannot isolate different coun- 
tries. Its people are interdependent. 
We have to learn about people in order 
to learn their religions.’’ 

“In fact,’’ Dr. Saddhatissa continued, 
“when I learn about other religions I 
have a respect for them. 

“What I always think is that I do not 
mind what is someone’s religion. But I do 
mind if he does not live up to that religion.” 

Asked about his feelings for the present 
move for unity among Christian deno- 
minations, Dr. Saddhatissa was enthu- 
siastic. 

“I think that there should be some such 
movement in all religions.” 

The spiritual needs for Buddhists at 
the Vihara are served by the temple—a 
small, peaceful room that contains a 
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Ven. Amunugama Rajaguru Sri Vipassi 
Anu Nayaka Thera 


~ New Mahanayaka 
of Malwatte 


"THE Ven. Amunugama Rajaguru 
Sri Vipassi Afiu Nayaka Thera 
was unanimously elected Maha 
Nayake Thera of the Malwatte 
Chapter at a special meeting held 
by the Chapter at the historic 
poyage, Malwatta Vihara, Kandy. 
The meeting was presided over by the 
Ven. Abanwella Sri Dhammananda Anu 


Nayake Thera of the Malwatte Chapter. 
The new Maha Nayake Thera add- 


ressing the Assembly and the large ga- 


thering of the Sangha and the laity in the 
Assembly Hall expressed his thanks to the 
Ven Dhammananda Anu Nayake Thera 
for not contesting and thus making 
possible his election unanimous in keeping 
with the traditions of the institution and 
the honour of the Maha Sangha and en- 
suring the good fecling of the Buddhist 
world. bu 

He was fully alive to the responsibi- 
lities of the high office as the present time 
was a momentous one. His responsibi- 
lity was not limited to the welfare and 
well-being of the Siam Nikaya of Mal- 
watte and the Sasana, but to the welfare 
of over 5,500,000 Buddhists in the land 
as well. 

At the present time they were faced 
with both religious and national problems 
and above all the one pertaining to the 
education of the bhikkhus. The decli- 
ning numbers in the Maha Sangha was 
another issue that faced the future of the 
country as the nation was bound up with 
the Sasana and the Maha Sangha. He 
was prepared to serve the many causes 
with devotion and_ self-sacrifice. He 
looked forward to the co-operation and 
assistance of the Chapter, the entire 
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Maha Sangha and the Buddhist public. 
The Diyawadane Nilame, Dissawe 
H. L. Ratwatte, on behalf of the Buddhist 
public offered his felicitations to the new 
Maha Nayake Thera, and said that the 
whole country would be pleased at the 
unanimous decision of the Chapter. 
REPUTED SCHOLAR 

The new Maha Nayaka Thera, is a 
scholar of distinction and a leading Budd- 
hist educationist who had been in the 
forefront of religious, cultural and edu- 
cational activities. 

Besides being the Anunayake Thera of 
the Chapter for the past 13 years, he is a 
member of the Higher Degrees Commlt- 
tee as wel! as of th. Court of the Vidyo- 
daya University, the Sahitya Mandalaya, 
Pirivena Advisory Board. Historical Do- 
cument Commission. rachino Sangha 
Sabdawa, president of the Pirivena Uni- 
versity Association, a Granthasodaka of 
the Tripitaka Muddrana Sabha, patron 
of the Buddhist Thesophical Society 
anc the. president of the Sri Lanka 
Vitharadhipathi Sangamaya. 

He was born in Amunugama in 1907. 
He received his early education at the 
Muruthalawe  Coylon Missionary So- 


. ciety school and later under the Ven. Amu- 


nugama Rajaguru Sri Nivasa Piyadassi, 
Anunayake Thera of Malwatte Maha- 
vihare under whose tutelage he entered 
the order in 1919. 

From 192i to 1924 he was educated at 
the Kandy Sangaraja Pirivena and in the 
same year proceeded to the Gangodawila 
Sunandarama Pirivena for higher edu- 
cation under the Ven. Tripitaka Vagis- 
varacharya Boragamuwe Revatha Nayake 
Thera. 

Entering the Vidyodaya Pirivena in 

1925, he passed out with honours in 1933 
Winning among cthers the Siamraja prize, 
and the prizes and awards for the higher 
exams in Abhidhamma, Dhammavinaya, 
Vinaya, history and literature. He re- 
ceived higher ordination at Malwatte 
in’ 1929. 
- “We believe that the Government 
should look, after the welfare of the 
Sasana and that the Sasana should look 
after the welfare of the Government,”’ 
the Ven. Amunugama Rajaguru Vipassi 
Mahanayake Thera of Malwatte, told the 
Minister of Education and Cultural Aff- 
airs, Mr. P. B. G. Kalugalla, who visited 
Malwatte to pay his respects to the 
new Mahanayake. 

For protecting the weifare of the sasana 
and the dignity of the Sangha, special 
attention should be paid to Buddhist 
education, he said. 

He himself did not ask the Government 
for anything. He only asked the Go- 
vernment to take all necessary steps for 
the protection of the Sasana. 


RECOGNITION OF BUDDHIST 
CEYLON 


(Continued from Page 12) 
and that their two great leaders 
will cherish a soft corner for the 
Buddhists ‘of Ceylon struggling for 
their just rights as they did for our 
fellow Buddhists in South Vietnam. 

A, T. Ariyaratne. 
(Ceylon) 


PRINCE CHULA 
CHAKRABONGSE 
OF THAILAND 


By Ven. Dr. H. Saddhatissa 
Maha Thera 


(United Kingdom) 


pee last wish of Prince Chu- 
la Chakrabongse of Thailand 
who died in England at the age of 
fifty-five was that a Buddhist monk 
should be invited for his funeral 
and his remains should be cremated 
with full Buddhist rites. 

In order to fulfil his last wish, at 
the invitation of Princess Chula 
Chakrabongse and the Thai Am- 
bassador, Prince Plerng Nobdol 
Rabibhadana, I[ travelled from Lon- 
don to Cornwall to conduct the 
late Prince’s pansakula ceremony 
on Thursday, the 2nd January. 

Prince Chula Chakrabongse was 
born into the Thai royal family 
of Chakri in the year 1908. His 
father Prince Chakrabongse spent 
many years in Russia studying 
there, later distinguishing himself 
as a soldier in his own country. 
His mother, Russian born Catherine 
Desnitsky, met his father in Russia. 

The young Prince spent his child- 
hood in Bangkok in the midst of 
royal activities there, being educated 
in the Thai language. 

At the age of thirteen, the Prince 
took the Five Precepts before a 
bhikkhu or Buddhist monk, as a 
formal declaration of faith. This 
was in preparation for his departure 
for England in 1921. 

Then Prince Chula was plunged 
into the different atmosphere of 
England which he quickly absorbed, 
living there for the next ten years. 

He learnt English and Latin 
from tutors and was admitted to 
Harrow, then later on to Trinity 
College, Cambridge. At Cambridge 
his main subject was history. Af- 
ter receiving the B.A. Hons. degree 
he returned to Thailand for a short 
stay and then went back to Cam- 
bridge for three years research in 
history. 

His later years included extensive 
travelling and meetings with royal 
families all over Europe, as a rep- 
resentative of the Thai royal family. 

This, combined with the earlier 
training in history and a_ broad 
education formed a sound basis 
for Prince Chula’s literary activities 
later on. He -wrote many books 
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both in Thai and English in which 
he was now quite fluent. 

He also possessed great know- 
ledge of the history of Thailand 
and was able to present it to the 
West, as for example in his Lords 
of Life published 1960. 

He was chosen in 1961 to repre- 
sent his country at the General 
Assembly of the United Nations. 

In 1938 Prince ~Chula married 
his English born wife Miss Elizabeth 
Hunter, who became Princess Chula 


Chakrabongse and they had one - 


daughter, Narisara. 

They eventually settled in Corn- 
wall near Bodmin where Prince 
Chula was active in the Home 
Guard during the war years, and 
later on in journalism and in public 
life. He also became well known 
in motor-racing circles as the mana- 
ger of his cousin Prince Bira- 


bongse who drove many winning’ 


cars. 

All through these years in Eng- 
land Prince Chula maintained his 
native tradition of religious tole- 
rance and helpfulness. He remain- 
ed in the Buddhist faith but respec- 
ted those of others and extended 
friendliness to all. 

On a visit to Thailand, his wife 
willingly accepted Buddhism pub- 
lically before a bhikkhu having 
discussed it with her husband for 
many years previously. 

Prince Chula and his wife lived 
at their home in Cornwall for over 
twenty years, becoming popular 
with all the local people. 

On the 30th December, 1963, 
after a long illness Prince Chula 
Chakrabongse died at his Cornish 
home Tredethy, near Bodmin. May 
he be re-born in a happy realm 
and finally reach Nibbana. 
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CABINET OF MONKS 
IN SOUTH VIETNAM _ 


A SMALL groups of monks has 
emerged in South Vietnam in 
control of a new Cabinet-style ad- 
ministration that is to govern and 
expand Buddhism, following the 
downfall of the Catholic regime of 
Ngo Dinh Diem last November. 


The principal power in the new orga- 
nisation is the Ven. Thich Tam Chau, 
the chairman of the Buddhist Inter-Sect 
Committee which led the fight against 
Diem. Officially the group was known as 
the Institute of Secular Affairs. 


The group is regarded as a government 
within a government and is expected 
to play an important role in Vietnamese 
national affairs. The Institute is one 
of two organisations established during 
the talks between Buddhist leaders 
trying to re-unite and co-ordinate the 
various sects and leaders of these sects. 

The other main body is the High 
Clerical Institute, a group of senior 
monks whose main function is the re- 
gulation of religious matters. Already 
cadres and monks have been sent out to 
begin work among the people to promote 
Buddhism and take part in social welfare, 
education and even political activity: 


THE FOCAL POINT OF 
BRITAIN’S BUDDHIST 
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statue of the Buddha. 
NOT ELABORATE 


‘“‘We have statues of the Buddha be- 
cause he was a historical figure,’’ Dr. Sadd- 
hatissa added, “‘we have statues, but no 
idols. We are not idol worshippers.’ 

Meditation is the theme of the temple. 

“In our meditation our main purpose 
is to concentrate our minds; if our mind 
is scattered, we are trying to get that mind 
into one point.” 

Back in the ground-floor room that 
serves as his study, Dr. Saddhatissa 
interpreted the Buddhist religion. 

“Buddhism has two aspects—wisdom 
and compassion. Out of compassion, 
the Buddha preached to people to over- 
come human sufferings. That was the 
purpose of his work as a social reformer. 
He also preached in order to reach the 
highest plane. of thought.” 

Dr. Saddhatissa went back to his desk. 
The Buddhist Vihara in Ovington Gar- 
dens is not an elaborate place, but it 
houses ideals and concepts that are as 
firm as they were when established by the 
Buddha 600 years before the birth of 
Christ. 

Firm, yes, but Dr. Saddhatissa sees to it 
that his faith, and that of his fellow Budd- 
hists, is as adaptable, and as all-em- 
bracing, as life itself. 

In his own words: ‘The religion is 
insignificant. Humanity—that is the grea- 
test thing.” 
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The Pimai Stone Temple as it looked before repair 
work began 


Restoration of Temple 
in Thailand 


By Manit Varindaravej 
(Thailand) 


ITH the help of UNESCO 
experts, Thailand is busy re- 
storing an ancient Buddhist stone 
sanctuary in a northeastern province 
in Thailand to its original proper 
shape. 

The sanctuary is a stone temple in 
Pimai, some i90 miles northeast 
of Bangkok. Built as a Buddhist 
shrine by the Khmers, it has as its 
prototype a stone temple called 
Bantai Samre in the ancient city of 
Angor Thom in what is now Cam- 
bodia. 

. The Pimai sanctuary was originally 
built as a temple in Mahayana 
Buddhism, which is believed to 
have come from India to the Khmers 
by way of Sumatra and Java. 

The exact age of the sanctuary 
is somewhat doubtful. [In the in- 
scription of the door-jamb of the 
southern gallery many dates are 
given ranging from 1108 to 1112 A.C. 
which can be used as clues for 
archaeologists. 

Before Arkor Wat 


According to Luang Boribal Bur- 
ipan, a noted Thai archaeologist, 
present-day architects believe the 
Pimai sanctuary was built before 
the famed Angkor Wat; they be- 
lieve it was built during the reign 
of King Jayavaraman V (968-1001) 
A.C). They base their belief on the 
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techniques of stone engraving and 
placing door and window frames. 

The sanctuary, severely beaten 
down by centuries of inclement 
weather in tropicai Thailand, is 
situated at the center of the town 
of Pimai. It is surrounded by stone 
walls pierced by four gates, each 
on one of the four cardinal points 
of the compass. The largest gate 
is on the south. 


temple are of red sandstone and 
together with the gates they are 
220 meters on the north and south 
and 277.50 meters on the east and 
west. Most of them are still in 
good condition and at one section on 
the southwest the wall is eight 
meters high. 

Inside the walls is a large court- 
yard with a pond at each corner. 
Formerly a Buddhist temple exist- 
ed at each of the four corners. 
From the courtyard one arrives at 
the galleries, roofed by stone blocks, 
most of which have fallen down. 

Three pagoda-like structures and 
one building are situated in the 
inner courtyard, which is filled with 
earth, blocks of stones and laterite. 
The Fine Arts Department of the 
Thai Government has classified these 
ruins and kept them in order for 
restoration purposes. 


The Pimai Stone Temple as it looks while repair work 


is going on 


During the excavation of Pimai 
temple in 1954, the Fine Arts 
Department cleared the inner court- 
yard and the galleries, thus enabling 
the pedestal of the main sanctuary 
as well as the pagoda-like struc- 
tures and the galleries to be thor- 
oughly studied. Three stone in- 
scriptions were also brought to light. 

The present Government, . reali- 
zing the significance of the arch- 
aeological and historical study, has 
earmarked an initial sum of about 
50,000 dollars to the Fine Arts 
Department to work in collabora- 
tion with UNESCO in preserving 
and restoring the Pimai stone sanc- 
tuary. » 

The three-year work, when com- 


: _. + pleted, will contribute a great deal 
The walls surrounding the Pimai 


to the storehouse of national trea- 
sures and add to the present-day 
knowledge of the past. 


BODHEDRUM 


An authoritative Buddhist monthly 
magazine in the Chinese language with 
three pages of “English Section,’ many 
pages of pictures of Buddhist activities 
with captions in both Chinese and English, 
articles by renowned Chinese Mahayana 
Buddhist writers, questions and answers 
on Buddhism in every issue,. translations 
and annotations of Buddhist scriptures, 
coloured illustrated covers, Buddhist views 
columns etc. 


Annual subscription for all countries 
outside Taiwan, including postage 
by surface mail US § 2, 


Subscription fee payable with travellers’ 
check, international money order, or US 
dollar cash, addressed to Mr. F Chu, 
Editor, Bodhedrum Publications, -. 96, 
Hopeng Street, Taichung, Taiwan, China, 
ten 
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DO YOU WANT THE 
BEST ? 


Then insist on “SHELL” 
brand cooking utensils. 
“SHELL” brand is made 
in Ceylon, thus it costs 
less than most and 
come in a wide range 
| to suit your every need. 


e 


always ask for “SHELL” 
brand the best in 
Ceylon Today 


Ayailable everywhere 


CEYLON 
METAL INDUSTRIES LTD. 


45, Dam Street, Colombo. 
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the Eastern Department 


RUSSIAN CONTRIBUTION TO 
BUDDHIST LITERATURE 


(By a Correspondent in the Soviet Union) 


A scientific interest in Budd- 

hist literature and philosophy 
appeared in Russia in the 18th 
century. Several interesting works 
connected with the study of the 
Chinese branch of Buddhism were 
first put out in that period. 

Academician Vasili Vasiliev was 
the first scientist to devote himself 
to Buddhist study. He-was born 
in 1818 in Nizhni Novgorod, on the 
Volga, into the family of a minor 
official. At the age of 16 he entered 
of 7. the 
Faculty of Philosophy at the Kazan 
University. While studying Chinese 
he came across Buddhist books 
which attracted his attention. 

Eager to extend his knowledge 
of Buddhism, young Vasiliev went 
to China and Mongolia, where he 
spent ten years. During that period 
he learned the Sanskrit and Tibetan 
languages, read and made notes 
from the Chinese canon in Buddhist 
scripture, and studied many books 
on the philosophy and’ history of 
Buddhism. — 

When he returned home he pre- 
sented his work The Principles 
of Buddhist Philosophy, for a doc- 
tor’s degree in philosophy. It was 
recognised as being highly scientific 
and Vasiliev not only received his 
doctors degree but was also elected 
Corresponding Member of the Rus- 
sian Academy of Sciences. 

In 1878 the scientist published 
his book Buddhism Its Dogmas, 
History and Literature, which to 
this day is used by people studying 
the religion. 


Notable Books 


The most interesting of Vasiliev’s 
works are the manuscript Review 
of Buddhist Literature According 
to Schools and History of Budd- 
hism in Tibet, as well as the Russian 
translation of Taranathi’s History 
of Buddhism in India. 

Ivan Minaey, a prominent Russian 
Orientalist and a talented publicist 
and traveller, being Academician 
Vasiliev’s pupil, was the scholar who 
continued his research. He recei- 
ved a higher education in -St. 
Petersburg University in the faculty 
of eastern languages, where Vasiliev 


taught at the time. 

Ivan Minaev defended his doctor’s 
thesis Essays on Phonetics and 
Mythology of the Pali Language 
in 1868 and was appointed professor 
of the University. 

Minaev was a very versatile scien- 
tist. He studied history, Indian folk 
legends and linguistics. But the 
history and philosophy of Buddhism 
occupies the main place in the works 
ofthis outstanding scientist. Budd- 
hism Research and Materials is 
Minaev’s most important work. It 
has been compiled from numerous 
original sources on Buddhism, in 
Sanskrit and Pali. 

In 1876 Minaevy made his first 
trip to Asia. He started with Ceylon. 
There the Russian scientist visited 
many sacred Buddhist places, and 
monuments of Buddhist art. Then 
he went to India and Nepal. He 
made a second trip to India in 1879 
and in 1885 travelled for the third 
time to the East. Minaev’s diaries 
are very interesting. They were 
republished in the Soviet Union 
in 1955. 

During his travels Ivan Minaey 
made a wonderful collection of 
manuscripts and articles on the 
Buddhist religion and art. His col- 
lections are kept in the Museum of 
Anthropology and Ethnography of 
the USSR Academy of Sciences, 
and his manuscripts are in the 
Leningrad State Library. 

Ivan Minaey developed the tradi- 
tion of Russian science in studying 
Buddhism. He deserves special me- 
rit, because he was the first in 
Russian Oriental studies to take 
up southern Buddhism. 

The distinguished Soviet Orienta- 
list, Academician Fyodor Shcher- 
batsky (1866-1944) enjoys great re- 
nown in the field of Buddhist 
philosophy and logics. His two- 
volume Buddhist Logic is consi- 
dered a classic of research, amazing 
specialists by the volume of material 
and its skilful compilation. 

The prominent Indian scientist 
D.N. Shastri praised this work as 
follows: ‘‘Buddhist Logic by the 
Leningrad professor F. Shcherbatsky 
is a splendid work, showing the 
world not only the secret treasures 
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of the philosophical conceptions of 
_the school of Dignaga but also 
giving an example of the critical 
researches of the originals of Udi- 
takara, Vachaspatimishra, jJayanta, 
Shridhara, Udayana, and other aut- 
hors. No other scientist was able 
to permeate so deeply into the 
essence of Buddhist philosophy as 
Shcherbatsky’’. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in The 
Discovery of India, called F. Shcher- 
batsky the “‘universally recognised 
authority on the philosophy of 
Buddhism”’. 

For his contribution F. Shcher- 
batsky was elected an honorary 
member of the Royal Asiatic Society 
in London, the Oriental Society in 
Berlin, the Asiatic Society in Paris, 
a member of Oriental societies in a 
number of other countries, and 
Corresponding Member of the Got- 
tingen Academy. There is hardly 
a contemporary book on the history 
of Buddhism that does not mention 
F. Shcherbatsky or refer to his works 

Another distinguished Soviet Bud- 
dhist scholar was Sergi Oldenberg 
(1863-1934). His name is well-known 
among Orientalists the world over. 
He was a specialist in the history 
of Buddhist folk literature and 
art. Many of his works have been 
translated “into English ,French, and 
other languages. 

The most important work of this 


Soviet scientist was the Bibliotheca. 


Buddhica series, founded in 1897. 
Philosophical and religious monu- 
ments of northern and southern 
Buddhism were published in this 
“series. 

Besides Russian scientists, bril- 
liant specialists in Buddhist studies, 
took part in the work led by Aca- 
demician S. Oldenberg. More than 
30 volumes of the Bibliotheca 
Buddhica have been published to 
date. The outstanding Soviet au- 
thority on Buddhism, Professor Yuri 
Roerich, took an active part in 
publishing them. A Russian trans- 
lation of the Dhammapada came 
out in 1960 under his editcrship. 

The Institute of the Peoples of 
Asia of the USSR Academy of 
Sciences is now continuing the 
publication of the Bibliotheca Budad- 
hica series. A monographic study 
of the outstanding Russian Tibetan 
scholar, A. Vostrikov Tibetan His- 
torical Literature, will come out 
im this series in the near future. 

Russian and Soviet Orientalists 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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Ch’an or Zen Buddhism 
and the West 


By Terence Gray 
(United Kingdom) 


UNTIL recently Mahayana Bud- 

dhism was only known in the 
West in the form of Japanese Zen. 
Brilliantly presented by that very 
great scholar Dr. Suzuki, it rapidly 
acquired prestige and popularity 
that threatened the ascendency of 
Theravada (Hinayana). Its po- 
pularity led to misunderstanding 
and abuse, which resulted in the 
extraordinary manifestation known 
in America as “Beatnik Zen.” 

All that was known directly of 
the Supreme Vehicle from China, 
that is of Ch’an, came from two 
translations by John Blofeld, one of 
the Chun Chou Record of Huang 
Po, the Great Master, disciple of 
Ma-tsu and master of Lin Chi, and 
the other of Hui Hai, known as the 
“Great Pearl,’ also disciple of 
Ma-tsu, two short works rendered 
into English by a gifted translator, 
rapidly out of print and much 
treasured as being absolutely essen- 
tial to a true understanding. 

Then, suddenly about three years 
ago, the West was given a fuller 
documentation on Ch’an. John 
Blofeld’s translations were revised 
and re-issued, with the addition 
of the Wan Ling Record of Huang 
Po, Chang Cheng Chi published a 
volume of translations of the re- 
corded words of a selection of the 
T’ang Dynasty Masters, mostly 
from the Transmission of the Lamp, 
with other material, and Charles 
Luk (Upasaka Lu K’uan Yu) gave 
us three volumes called Ch’an and 
Zen Teaching, published by Rider 
& Co., a fourth volume of which is 
due to be published. 

The Impact 

The impact of these was remar- 
kable; indeed one might almost 
call it “‘terrific.”” Those who were 
ready for it were enthusiastic, those 
who were not, tried to ignore it. 
The second, and in the judgement 
of the more qualified people the 
most valuable, of Mr. Luk’s series 
incurred forthright abuse and total 
lock of comprehension even from 
persons of high standing in the 
world of Buddhism. 

The value of Zen, as a Japanese 


development of Ch’an, is. not a 
subject of dispute; it produced 
many very great and enlightened 
Masters, and is today a far greater 
force in Japan than Ch’an is jn 
China, but it is what it is, possibly 
not for export, and it is not Ch’an 
despite its name, its origin and its 
common basis in the Lankavatara 
and Prajnaparamita Sutras, the 
Patriarchs and the T’ang Dynasty 
Masters. 

Such things pass, and © this 
misunderstanding is already pass- 
ing. Meanwhile those who under- 
stood from the first, or rapidly, 
feel an immense debt of gratitude 
to Mr. Luk for his linguistic ability 
and his conscientious rendering of 
so much valuable material, from the 
Diamond Sutra itself, the Trans- 
mission Gathas attributed td the 
Patriarchs, the sayings of the great 
Masters of the T’ang and Sung 
Dynasties, the Commentary of Han 
Shan and his autobiography, down 
to the late Ven. Hsu Yun of whom 
at last we have some knowledge. 
And he is still giving us Mahayana 
Sutras and valuable records’ of 
various kinds. The West is fortu- 
nate to have these works of the 
direct Ch’an tradition, and. parti- 
cularly the English-speaking peoples 
who have the priority of the trans- 
lation in their language. 

This revelation has caused people 
in the West to wonder if the legend 
that Ch’an is dying, if not already 
dead, in China is a fact or whether 
it may be a. by-product of pro- 
paganda and not entirely true. So 
my wife and I decided to come out 
and investigate the matter. Last: 
winter we came, thinking it might 
rapidly be done, but what we found 
induced us to return this winter for 
a long stay. Also the report we had 
from our friend the Bhikkhu 
Aruno (Ming Ching) whose judge- 
ment we could trust, further 
stimulated us, and now, with the 
help of our devoted Chinese friends, 
we fully know the truth about this. 

Ch’an in Hongkong at least is 
very far from dead, and it shows 

(Coninued on Page 27) 
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Book Review 


LETTERS AND SERMONS 
ON MEDITATION 


THE EMBOSSED KETTLE: Orate 
Gama and other works of Hakuin 
Zenji. Translated from the Japanese 
by R. D. M. Shaw, DD. Messrs 
George Allen and Unwin Ltd, Ruskin 
House, Museum Street, London, Eng- 
land 28 sh. 


‘THE general theme of this 

book which embodies the 
principal writings of Hakuin Zenji, 
the Zen reformer of the eighteenth 
century in Japan, is the need and 
importance of meditation and in- 
trospection, which form the essential 
teaching of Buddhism. 

These popular writings appear 
for the first time in English, and the 
English-reading public should be 
grateful to the translator for adding 
another book on Zen to the in- 
creasing number of books that are 
now being published on_ this 
popular subject in the West. 

Dr. Shaw was, for many years, a 
Christian missionary living in Japan. 

In a learned Foreward, Dr. David 
Friedman, another Zen scholar, ob- 
serves that in respect of the current 
impact of Zen on the West, it has 
been said that never before have so 
many evinced such interest in any- 
thing so little understood. 

“For this Chinese-Japanese ‘ul- 
tra self-power’ wing of Buddhism— 
as it has been called—is actuated by 
a paradoxical doctrine, essentially 
simple, yet difficult to  grasp..... 
According to Professor Diasetz Tei- 
taro Suzuki, Zen is altogether beyond 
the ken of human understanding. 
Its uniqueness lies in its irrationality, 
its passing beyond logical compre- 
hension....Zen is the way from 
bondage to freedom. It is the art 
of seeing into the nature of one’s own 
being by penetrating into the very 
depth of spiritual truth’. 

Zen has two principal schools -- 
Soto and Rinzai. Hakuin belonged 
to the Rinzai sect. Recognised as 
the Preserver of Zen Buddhism, 
he wrote a series of books containing 
letters he wrote to various people 
and the sermons he preached, em- 
phasing the importance of medi- 
tation. 

Real meditation, he says, should 
not neglect the daily work in which 
the meditator is engaged. One sho- 
uld be able to meditate while wor- 


PAGE TWENTY SIX 


king, walking, sitting or reclining. 
He insists that the fundamental 
Zen practice of meditation is not an 
affair of the cloister or meditation 
alone. It is the spirit which should 
pervade the whole life of men. 
‘Neither meditation nor any other 
religious practice is sufficient with- 
out a strict observance of the moral 
law’? and “‘those who aim at attain- 
ing spiritual maturity should take 
care to preserve the health of the 
body’’. 

The paradoxical utterances of 
Zen, as usual in any exposition of 
Zen, are scattered throughout the 
book. For instance; ‘‘Meditation 
through non-meditation becomes 
meditation. Too much meditation 
must be said to be heretical medi- 
tation’’. 

Apart from valuable comments 
on meditation, Hakuin gave prac- 
tical advice on meditation. Enter 


into a quiet room, he says, sit down- 


in the correct position and be silent, 
“Count your inhalations and ex- 
halations, beginning from one to 
ten, then on from ten to a hundred 
and from a hundred continue to 
one thousand. 


“You will then find that your 
body will be as still and your spirit 
as calm as the void itself. When 
this state has been reached and has 
lasted for some time your breath 
will automatically stop....Then all 
illnesses, permanent and chronic, 
will automatically be eliminated and 
you will ‘understand clearly that 
all your troubles and handicaps 
have been destroyed in a most 
natural way’. Hakuin says that 
an uncurable disease he had was 
cured by meditation. 

Do not read the sutras -- meditate. 
Do not sweep the garden -- meditate. 
Do not plant tea seeds -- meditate. 
Do not ride a horse -- meditate. 
“This indeed is the ancient truth 
about right meditation’, says Ha- 
kuin. When a monk is really prac- 
tising meditation, he does not know 
that he is walking when he is 
walking or sitting when he is sitting. 

Criticising princes, great men, 
soldiers and people with their thou- 
sand duties in their homes who 


° 


find leisure to sit even for a few 
minutes in meditation, he observes 
that they close their doors, fasten 
the bolis, pile up cushions to sit 
or lie on, set up sticks of incense 
and sit up meditating, “but though 
they do all that they get tired from 
their normal work, and so they only 
sit meditating for an inch and 
they go to sleep for an ell. And for 
three pints of meditation they ac- 
tually collect a million gallons of 
idle thought’’. 

Answering the question, what is 
the spirit of meditation ? Hakuin 
says: “It is to have a sincerely 
benevolent and sympathetic heart 
at all times, whether one is talking 
or wagging one’s elbow when wri- 
ting, whether one is moving, or 
resting, whether one’s luck is good or 
bad, whether one is in honour or 
in shame, or in gain or loss, in 
right or in wrong’. 

Speaking generally, the spirit of 
meditation is the combating of 
self-willed thinking -- it is a combat 
against dark and deep sleepiness. 
It is a combat against the ideas 
of right and wrong, of activity and 
quiet, of disorder and regularity -- 
in fact it is a combat against all 
forms of the objective world of 
the senses -- the condition which 
dulls the mind. 

Infact, points out Hakuin, there 
is really no better time than sickness 
for the performance of the duties 
of learning the Way. People re- 
tired to mountains and valleys to 
meditate. But there is no mounta in 
or valley to compare with illness. 
“The one thing the sick person 
should not forget when he is bet- 
ween the quilts of his bed, is to 
make it his first determination that 
he will preserve the spirit of me- 
ditation. He will remember that 
life is but a dream, that death too 
is but a dream”’. 

Hakuin’s sermons are also illu- 
minating. The eye, for instance, 
must not look at random, the ear 
must not listen at random, the ton- 
gue must not talk at random, the 
body must not touch at random, 
nor must the mind think at random. 

From kings down to common 
men there are numberless people 
who have glory, fame, wealth and 
honour, but if one were to sweep 
the world one could not find one 
man amongst them all who so 
feared the painful Wheel of ever 
revolving life that he set himself 
to learn the essentials for escaping 
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from the cycle of existence. 


Haquin was also a social and 
religious reformer. His critcism is 
applicable to conditions even today. 
“More often that not in these days’, 
he says, “teachers and pupils live 
together in the temples making 
luxury and opulence the object of 
their life. Men think that the gift 
of the gab and being smart are 
wisdom. Their food is exquisite 
and their dress is superfine. The 
Buddhist world is now filled with 
people of that sort. But there is 
no mistake of what will eventually 
happen to them.” 

Truly one cannot shed tears of 
sorrow for those who live in the 
distressful and shallow sense-world, 
where they posses human bodies 


*which are hard to come by in the 


long cycle of the existences of 
karma ages, and yet never practise 
any meditation throughout all their 
human lives -- they rot away like 
cats and dogs without any under- 
standing, and are surely on their 
way back to those regions of hell 
which they are so afraid of. 
“There are signs that this is the 
final age and the end of the dharma 
age. Evil customs have arisen. 
Priests and householders are ma- 
king themselves see and hear that 
any plan they start for the purpose 
of obtaining the vision of the 
the Buddha heart of the Wondrous 
Law in these days is comparable to 
the efforts of an eel to climb a tree ! 
“So, everybody open your eyes. 
Wake up! Turn your hearts right 
over. Do not lose your way among 
the sense objects of this world 
Don’t follow the bad customs of 
these times. In these days there 
has grown up a custom amongst 
worldly people, who have no true 
wisdom, to exchange Gods for 
Buddhas and Buddhas for Gods, to 
use incantations, magic and long 
prayers. Some even go so far as 
to light fires for the purpose of 
making incantations and invocations 
and as a result new illusions are 
apt to arise. And many people, 
suffering from some grief or disease 
go about asking different gods 
to help them. 
“Really and truly this passing 
world is a fickle place, is’nt it ? 
We, men and women, mountains, 
rivers, sun, the moon, morning 
and evening, bamboos, trees, the 
whole earth -- no sooner has the 
flower bloomed than it falls. No 
sooner is one born than one dies. 
Everything which exists comes to 
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nought. And yet ! and yet ! Don’t 
we all of us think that we are 
going to be in this world for a 
very long time, as if for thousands 
and ten thousands of years ?”’ He 
therefore, advises the people to 
follow the teachings of the Buddha. 

Hakuin had deep moral courage, 
for it needed a great deal of it to 
say what he told the nobles and 
the samurai about their need for 
moral reform. 

A. de S. 
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CH’AN OR ZEN BUDDHISM 

“sf AND THE WEST 
(Continued from Page 25) 

no signs of an early demise! The 


number of its adepts. may be 
small indeed compared with those 


“ 


of’Zen in Japan, but the quality of 
its bhikkhus and bhikkhunis is 
worthy of successors of the late 
Ven. Hsu Yun. We shall leave with 
a high regard, not only for the 
older generation, several of whom 
were Abbots in China, but also for 
those who are still young and 
whose possibilities appear most 
encouraging. 

The West cannot benefit from 
Ch’an by books alone; it needs 
Masters. The doctrine of non- 
doctrine requires direction. The 
practice of non-practice, medita- 
tion by non-meditation, cultivation 
by the cultivation of non-cultivation, 
need men of good _ counsel 
(kalyanamitras) and the great 
Masters rarely explained, never per- 
haps to their disciples and only 
occasionally to high officials who 
visited them; they manoeuvred their 
followers into a seeing of the truth 
from within, and their method was 
a building up of the capacity for 
such seeing. Not many can do that 
without guidance, can transform 
an intellectual into ta wu through 
the written word. Either they must 
come to the Masters of the East, 
or Masters from the East must go 
to them, as the swamis of India go. 

Are we of the West ready to 
receive them? Are any of thém 
ready to come to us? Are you 
ready to receive us if we come 
here? 

There are three barriers: distance, 
language and_ technical terms. 
Distance is now largely a matter 
of imagination; language is an 
international problem that can be 
overcome by a little work; but 
technical terms are more serious — 
for in the West we have one term 
for concepts that are treated 
independently in the words of the 
Masters and which, so treated, may 
remain obscure to us for many 
long years. In short a Western 
vocabulary of the technical mean- 
ing of Ch’an terms is a vital neces- 
sity, and mutual agreement between 
us. 


RUSSIAN CONTRIBUTION TO 
BUDDHIST LITERATURE 
(Continued from Page 25) 
have created a whole school in the 
study of Buddhist philosophy. They 
pay great attention to the rich cul- 
tural heritage of the Buddhist coun- 
tries and have made a remarkable 
contribution to the study of Bud- 
dhist philosophy, history and litera- 

ture. 
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Present your home 

with these 
ELEGANT 
LIGHTING 
FITTINGS 

from the C. W. E. 


These decorative and practical lighting 
fittings from West Germany, add a new 
note of appeal to your home and bring 
good lighting within the reach of everyone. 


Avatluble at — 


CWE RADIC DEPARTMENT 
85, Main Street, Colombo. 


CWE SHOP 


21, Prince Street Fort. 
TR/512 


ee — " 
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THE LAND 
OF BUDDHISM 


CEYLON, the land which is a 
living tribute to the profound 
influence of Buddhism... 
Sacred _ Cities 
Anuradhapura, 
_Polonnaruwa, 
and Kandy, monu- 
mental ruins 2500 years 
old; are mute testimony of the 
glorious. ancient past. 
White clad pilgrims, 


bearing lotus, 


temple flowers 


olu and 
in their clasped hands 


> 
wending their way to the Buddhist 

temples creates a _ nostalgia. 

For Travel information contact: 


THE GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAU 


CHAITYA ROAD, COLOMBO 1, CEYLON. 
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